FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
AND
PRIVACY ACTS

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION-MOTION
PICTURE INDUSTRY(COMPIC) (EXCERPTYS)

FILE NUMBER: 100-138754

SERIAL:157x1
PART: 3 OF 15

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION



.

.. | 4
PN |
J\—.
LOMUTAIST INFILTRATION
(1}
NOTION PICTURE 1EDOSTRY

(Up to date as of May 24, 1547)

4 “.
?
r o 7 -
< » er r
- F
- ;s
{;
-
¥
:

- 4
t N
e '
-4 - |
‘3 -
8
b
L L o

, NCLog Upr

Lo

e - D R

s, =

r—_——



s s g ey W

e B i e A

— -y ——

o~

B g 1 ——— e

W e e ———

_ e 'mmtor
. D. M. Ladd -
&commsr IEPITARATION OF 7HE
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B "{Bunning Nemcrandua)

‘There is subdbmitted herswith tho running memorandwa concerning
cm-t iofiltration of the motlon picture indusiry which has besn
- brought up to date as of May 24, 1947. The Iatorial dhmlod. is divided S
- into separate sectlions as ronm: ST L

1 Communist Infiltretion of Lador Groups
I1 Commmnist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups
I1I1 Comwuniat Party Members in Hollywood
1V Communist Influsnce in Curreat Xetion Picturu -
¥V Soviet Activities in Eollyweod | e ,}‘-\
¥l Communist Iafiitratiom of BEED Studics '
. Y1I  Iasvestigation of Comwunist Activity in ths Notion Plcture I.Id:utw

~ by ths Committee oa Un-American Activities, House of maum
YIII Miscellansous -

The nev material added to hring this ruaning memorandum up to date will ~
be found in the follovi.ng sections;

Section I, page 71

Section 1I, pages 119 thrond: 121
Section VII, pages 18 through 24
Section VIII, pages 2 through 9

Of the mew material addsd, prebably the most significant will be found
in Section VII which pertalns to the activities of ths Un-American Activities -
Cozmittes during thelr recent visit to the movie colony in Hollywood at which .
tine various representatives of the motion picture industry appeared as vitnesses.
rest is the interview had by the Los Angeles Office wi
Tnring this intsrview offered garvices as a
“source of ormation concerning Communist activiiies in Ho od and ox~
pla.inod her connsctions with Comemnist front’ groups as beaing duns to her

curiosity and interest in finding osut about these variouns groups as well as
tha indiviiuals connacted with them.

-

These activities are Deing closely followed and all new information
murod in this regard will be lncorporated into ths rnnning pemorandun once
sach quarter, in ordor that you may ba currontly adviged with :p.ct to this
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; ST T - cOMMUNIST INPILTRATION OF

THE MOTION PICTURE DOUSTRY ‘e

IRTRODUCTORY BACKGROUND
. The majority of thc 1nrormation concerning Eoumunist 1nf11tration
" of the motion picture industry has ‘been supplied by

.+ who 1s Los Angeles Confidential Infomnw
- associated with the motion picture Industry lor aany years. He 1s a member
" of saveral labor organizations which are active in the industry and is
K thoroughly familliar with the background of the labor orgsalzaticns in that
‘ field. He was & member of the Communist Party fo
The informant is quite faziliar with the Communist key fisures {n the

wood area and is ablc to obtain 1nrornation concerning Comaunist tetivitiot
m this. indu.stry. . , ; .

U ~-

g '. _{_‘. .1{:—. -‘.

. _;'?. .

: © This source has ndviaed that prior to 1933 the Commnniat internl-
tional -1th headquarters in Koscow, Russis, had not realized the posaibilities
'of the motion picture as a propaganda medium. About this time tho valking
picture was perfected and the soviet Union with its world-wide staff of propa~
gandists seized the lead in adapting the motlon picture for propaganda pur-
poses throughout the world. Delegations of Rusaiana caaze to Hollywood to .
atudy the Amarican clnema. , | - L
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e . 35 a "directive® was issued by the top structure of the Com- "%
... . munist Party 1n the United States that there must be an intensive coacentration
-, on Hollywood and the motion picture industry. The directive stated that Com- -
o munists must try to capture the labor unicas, for if this oould be done, they
could exert mueh influence in the nature and type of pletures produced and thus

M rld hAR ol b Wbl Gk Sl HLL“

help the Soviet cause, This directive also amphasized that at the saze time
work must be done amony the caltural groups, writers, artlsts, actors, actresses,
and others to enlist their assistance toward the Communist cause, The direct
and indirect influence of the Communist Party of the United States oa the

motion picture industry in Hollywood and on all those subsidiary interesta con~
nected with that industry has been one of steady development over a period

of the past ten years. During this time the motion picture industry has been
considered by the Communist Party as the principal wedium of propagande for

the Commanist Party ideas. Consequently, the Communist Party concentrated

on & program of peneiration of the industry by its mecbers.. This concentra-
, - tion on jiollywood has been most intenas,

war-e 5P PRl -._.I

- It has been reported that aa a pcrt of the pro to penetrata tho
‘ﬂation picture industry, the Communist Party considsred th portatian of known -
ts and peraons subject to Cammunist. influence as o significance,
* A large percentage of such individuals brought into Hollywood -from 1935 to
N~ ‘ 71944 and biven emplnymsnt are refugees who caae from European countries

PalY o d o P Yy I Y J

i
:‘ .- foliowing ihe rise of Nazisa ia Europe. They have neen put in respoasible
\
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U polit.iona, loatly 1n the rialda o.f writing and directing, ‘the majority . .

- ure reported since arriving to'have shown sympathy with the Communist - -

?' "to associate with individuals who are known to be Poamunists. As '
. - a result of this’ situntion, it is report.ad that l!ollywood being Furopeanized

oy gy |

tu R BWH.'LB,_, BIBBHB. -
Since the entry of the United Stat.es into the war and the cooperation

of tha motion picture industry with governmsntal agsnciss for propaganda pur=
poaas, Communist, _penatration has been axtrensly effective.. There have been: . .:
" 127 two Lines of attack, “0us ‘was to aéek “control over the workers in the ‘tudios 7
* ';h - u-ina the trade unions as-the base, the other was to meek control over the so- -

" called intsllsctual and creative fields and thus determine tiie type of propa=
.anda to be injected :Lnt.o the motion pilcture,

For tie purpose of tiis morandun, the mtarib! 218Cu88ed 511 be

divided as I‘ollala: ,

‘1- . 2 Sl v :-, = _«‘~ ‘-. . _ S ,,..'" “’)_,‘"'
:‘ ““.i ‘ I. Cc-mmis'o Inriltntion o: leor croupa. o o ._.':,__.-..:u LR
i " IT,. Communist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups. Eves IS

“IIX. . Communist Party Bembership in Hollymood, T T R Len

IV, Communist Influsnte in Current Motion Picturos,
¥. Saviet hctiviH in {lollvwood, .
vI. Commmist Infiltration of R.X.0. Studios :

In cconection with ftems I and II, this menmorandum will set forth

. some historical and back round detail which it is tolieved will be of assistance
=~y 4n und.arstanding t.hu current. ait.uat.ion. RS

v T astet June, 19)4& 8 Bur\rey ‘uade ot Cotmunist mbera in variaus f:l.olds T
R Q.f lct.ivit.y in the motion picture industry indicates the following date con- -~ %+
coming mmbers oi‘ t.ha Communist Part:r or Commist front groups in the industry:

Directors and Producers — Anong thia group there are nina known Commlst.
Party members ana fiftecn members of cne or more Commnist Party frout greoups,
Harbert 3iberman, a director, 1s probably the ocutsis=ding Commnist 2arty member
in this field., Lewis Milestone, dirsctor of "North Star" and "iissicn to Moscow,"
although not derinitely known.to Le a Communist Party mesber, is Russicn born
and has been zctiv nunerous Commnist Farty front zroups for the past ten

: Writers —"There ars known Communist Party members among the

o~ writers enployad at the various motion picture studios. The outstanding figure
‘§  I» the writers group is John Howard Leweon, a known Communlst Farty mamber, who
" has great, influonca in the Hollywood .t‘ield

Lctors -— F:lva o,ctors and nctresaea are reportod a be knowmn mmbers N r‘.,,
B the Cm T Party in Hollywood.' 'Iwénty-four others aif peabers of Conlmnist“"‘

3 Party front groups, Among tha lknown Communist Party manbery, ¢ e
'.* "Lione) ‘Stander and Lucille Ball are the most prominent. ‘ onging to

Conmunis} Party front groups include James Cagney, Ida Lupino; Franchot Tone,
‘Kalter Huston and John Garfield.




P I

. -~ B,

T msn Tdentified as mombers of the COmmiat Party.- I% is known trat a :
& _— of tho Prark and fils™ mambers of the various Hollyfood unions are also -
1 mnbers of the Cammunist Party. Herbert K. Sorrell, known%ommunist Party
©  momber, is the leading labor figure in the motion picture industry. As head
: of the Conference of Studic Unions, hs is the chief limison man between laber

S and tha l!otion Picture Producers Association. W o R .
b'i';‘-"f;'ﬂ‘ Hiscellaneous —_— In P group or ni.sc o are ey

. associatsd in varying capacities with the motion picture industry a survey - m’ ‘
it disclosed :thare are 21 ¥mown members of the Comminist. Party. This “group ™ :
" includes lawyers, technicians, readers and persons in the publicity field,
in this group it should be noted that Donald ey King, Publicity Direcior for
tl'o Viarnsr Brothers Studio, has been identified as a member of Branch X,
tiorthwest Cection, Los Ang,eles County Communist Party.
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jﬁﬁj - 7w S XY COMMUNIST IRFILTRATION OF LABOR CROUPS T - Y
R R L T L LT e Rt .
A = Information has boen received that approximately~ian-1y3/4 the Qi
4 Communist Party realizing the propaganda possibilities in the motion i
picture field decided to move into the motion picture industry. 1In the o
spring of 1y35 direct orders are reported to have come down in mimeographea

*uil  torm from the top structure of the Communist Party to all units in the Les .
,-&% o Angeleg section. that there must be an intense concentration on Hollywooa ~ ./ #?
#2877 and the motion picture industry. . This direective is said to have emphasized ' § 9%
st the fact:that the Communists must try to capture ‘the labor unioas and

R pointed out that if this could be done the unions could be of much service
in influvencing the type of pictures produced. and thus serve the Soviet cause.

In the early days of the motion picture industry, that is from ,
approximately 1910 to 1930, there was no congistency in the laber organiza= . @
~. tional-. setup. The principal active labor organization was the Interna-.:’ e
%.. tlonal Alliance of Theairical Stage Employees™(IATSE). This was an autono- “y 7< °
17~ mous group of local labor unions identified with the American Federation of - | .-
.- 7 . Labor, -The .IATSE jurisdiction was recognized as the only union organization
in Hollywood for some years. However, on two occasions in 1921 and 1953,
respcctively, strikes were called by this organization which were completely
unsuccesaful. In each case the strike wag the result of a jurisdaictional
dispute and was broken as a result of members of outside unions entering the
Tield as strike preakers. As a result of the unsuccessful strikes, & very
23’ - chaotic condition existed in the labor field at Hollywood in approximately ST
. %% 1933 and many of the workers had lost confidence in the A.F. of L. Aa & re- ' - % ¢’

-
Ya g
s:’-‘;‘..&

* sult,”the Communist Party had little difficulty in moving into the unorganized + ..

) ;‘J f1eld with the Motion Picture Yorkers Inoustrial Union'i created in January LyisL, =

) The kotien Picture Workers Industrial Union was an indepenaent
- group completely under the control of the Communist elements and taking orders
from the local functlonary ot the Communist Party. It will be recallea that
this was in accord with the Communist Party line at that period which ad-
vocatea the creation of separste unions by the Communist Party. Most of
these separate unions were affiliated with the Trace Union Unity Lesague,
~ %Y. which, in turn, was a branch of the Internatiocnal or Red Labor Unions, with
.« : headquarters in Loscow. However, the KPVIU was not arfiljated with the Trade
Union Unity League, although it was under the control sna dozination of the
ommunist Party. Demands were made on the organizer ot this union by the v
section socretvary ot the Communist Party and the Communist party organizer im. o
Southern California to force the union: to afriiiate with tfe TUUL. However, ... .74
t declined to do so, chiefly because of the position ‘take y the union - = A
ndent union,

-:u~;udtion Picture Workers Industrial Union, el

+

anizer, H. G. Wolfe. It continued to'function as an
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. ."‘uﬁma- Communls sceordi ider weare

" aetive in the affairs of this union,. ¢ hiorly among wWhom were _Bergman, Don - -

-g- O‘Molph Xohl, Boris Go]d b].att. and” Sam Goldblptte - - T
In the short time betnon the creltion of this Unio ' Janua.ry,

1934, and April, 1935, it had taken in a large mumber of members and was well

on the way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood, Eowever, 1n April,

535, instructions were sent out by the Central Committee of the Communist . = .
. Party that the Party line had changed and that all independent unions were to -

vy “be liguidated and thelr nnm'her-_ want into the AP, of L. unions with the ~. q ,,,
"\ objcot of capturing the A,F, of L. This policy was followed by the KFWIU. IR

I r CID fignros to, ox-ga.nin in the motion pioture field, However, they

'dl
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~A short time after the change in Partiy 1line the Communists in the Union began
to desert and go over into the varions A.F. of L. locals., At this time these
A,F, of L, locals were mere shells which in many cases axisted in name only,

As a result of the Commnist Party directive, the MIWIU gradually went out of
existence and in February, 1936 1t was ofricially dissolved,

u. about th:la t:lm the CIO waAS bcing organisod by John L. Lawil. :'*”" ,
ggg@ attempts are reported to have been made on the part of Lewis and R

hlv. never been successful and ai ‘the present time there are no CIO unions’ -':,_.~.=:'“-'
in the motion picture industry, There are approximately ¥ labdor organiza-
tions of various sorts in the Matz'y. Some of these are affilia -

the A,F, of L, and the balance are independent unions, —

Conferénue of Studio Unions

-

‘ Berbert K Somll. nreai.dont of the S+udio ‘Painters Local 644 ot

. the Internatioml Brotherhcod of Painters, Decorstors and Paper Hangers of " °: Sy

Amrica, AP, of L, soon became the leader of the newly activized A,F. of L., = .

unionl. Sorrall has been jdentified as & former membsr of the Commnist Pa
od, California, He soon became the leader of the Communist factions

in the Hﬁllmoa unions, Sorrell developed favorable relations with Pat

Casey, lakor representative for the ¥otion Picture Producers Association.

Casey is an 180,000 per yeoar executive employed by the NPPA to handle labor

relations, He 19 definitely not a Commnist, but apparently finds 1% easy to

do business with Sorrell, As & result, Sorrell has become probably the leading

_.figure in the Hollywood labor mvenant.

After Sorrell had developed the leaders of a rumber of locala,

ir'hioh had strong Communist factions in theam, his next move was to set up an

organizatisn which would tis all the locals into one body under his demination,
This body was known as the Conferensce of Studio Unions, -

27 e -

The Conference of Studioc Unions is a small compuct]group of
ates Or representatives of a bloc of labor unions in th Hollywood

"« motion picturo industxy, which has been taken over and is under control : -




_ of the Comamnist Party oporating through its members in t.hoa ns which
=" have captured key positions. . In reality the Conference of Sfudio Unions = - .~
rganization set up to act as the control and steer comittes to
mlte ‘and direct Commnist activities looking toward ng over all
etudio workers and their unions into the Commnist Party orbyt. The follow-
1-‘ -4nz six locals are affiliatad with the Conference of Studio :

S ‘Studio Painters Local 644, of the International Brotherhocd
- .of Painters, Decorators and Paper Hangers of America, ‘

., . -.laboratory Technicians local 683 of the Intermtional C ;;_'" A
unliance of Theatrical Stago Employsees. - ' A A
.7~ - Screen Office Employeoa Onild, an a.friliato of Studio Pai.nters -
D Local 644 above,

'- Sereen Set Designers Cuild, an affiliate of Studio .Pai_ntarg
Local 644 abovs.

: Studio Machinists Local 1185 of tha Iuternational Assoclation .
. of Iachini.ata, AF, of Lo o

The mbcrship ‘of. the above groups is appronmu:.y 8,000, The. 5
."." Conferencs of Studio Unions is governed by a president, chairman, vice ."-‘ ’-\ 1 &
"~ , chairman snd secretary-treasurer. Each union body affillated 1e rhpresontod e
by not more than three delegates, one of whom mist be the business reprountl.- )
tive. Herbert K. Sorrell is President. Norval D, Crutcher, a former member  _

of the Commnist Party, is Chairman, T. T. ¥ayne, Vice Chairfian and Russeil L.

MeKnight, Secretary-Treasurer, are not known to be Commnist Party members, but

_are reported to be connected with mumerous Communist front organizations and to

LI gi'u overy indication of being doiminated and controlied s R
; ‘ Dne to the importanca of the un:l.ons unlm, Ll

, - of Studio Unions, brief descriptiva data ooncerning oach is being set forth 2
- below, | | . -

. 1:‘ ¥

" Studio Painters Loosl 64t

This union is made up chiefly of painters who were members of the
Commnist dominated MPWIU and who, on direct orders of the Communist Party,

deserted that union in 1935 to.take over local 644 of the A.F. of L. Herbert
K. Sorrell is president of this union, -

Laboratory Technicians Local 683

This union 1s affiliated with the IATSE. It has jurisdiction and
conircl of a narrow but very important field, that of the employees who handls
developing and processing.of film, It has been said to be contention of

P
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" the Commnist Part.y that if 1t eould oontrol tho workort in
y

Departaent,
stry would be at their mercy. 7This union is re to have con= .
-siatently followed the Communist Party line and to have passqd resolutions

in accordence with the Communist Party program. Pussell L. ght, men-

tioned ebove, is president of the union, Norval Crutcher, also mentioned

,q_‘:bon as & gormar Commnist Party member, is aecretary—tremrer.

‘1 tion of this ®white collar® group with the A,F. of L. Painters is the pr,r."m. D
" L. office workars unions, -

Scresn 0ffice Emglozges tuild )
'l'hia union was origim.lly organized u an ilﬁopendent union in

wta

“about 1937, After being in existence some three or Your years, it came under

ths influence cof Sorrell and in 1941 it was issued a charter by Local 644,
A.F, of L. Studio Painters, It has Jurisdiction over all clerical workers
and sscretaries in the Bollywood studics, although the A,F, of L, has & -
regularly established Office Workers Uniocn in the Los Angeles area where

_ these workers rightfully belong. It is said that the reason for ths affilia= -

~ representative, in this organizational campaign,

of its Commnist leadership for Sorrell over afﬁliation with regular 4 F. or

u of November, 1943, 11; was reportad that the SOEG was preparing a

drive to organize the motion pieture industry 100 per cent prior to the -

establishment by the A,F. of L. of an international union for white collar
workers. It was reported that a special organiszer, lin Selvin, a known Com-
mnist Party member, would work in close cooperéetion with Glen Pratt, business

-~

Confidential informants have advisod that thc Commnist Pa.rty took

a“great interest in this campaign md that a mumber of known Communist Party
members were engaged in assisting it, From the information reported, it

appears that the Commnist Party will endeavor to gain ¢

posed A F., of L, union local for white collar employees.

\.

This guild has jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch artists and
animators engaged in making animated cartoons in the motion picture industiry.
It was originally organized &s an independent group, but came under the )
influence of Sorrell amd in 1941 was lssued & charter by lLocal 644 of the -

_ Studio Painters and is therefore now affiliated with the A,F, of L. It 1s re-

ported that this guild as a body has ccnsistently followed the Commnist Party
line and has passed parallel resolutions to those of the other unions affilisted
'a:lth the Couferance of Studio Uniona..

e TE ‘Screen Set Daliggere Quild

This union has jurisdiction over set designers, drafigpen and
2lustrators who until approximately 1939 had been unorganized, In the fall

4 .

ontrol of any pro=-
Sereen Cartoonists Cuild loczl 852 _
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. afcr - . Ang conditions, screen credits, ste. It is reported that the Communist ele- e
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[ to be Communist Party mﬂmbera, ilthough a member of jhe Executive- :
board is so identified. The union is reportad to have fo owea consistently
the Comnun.i.st Party line. o L

- ~ Studio Hachinists Local 1185

SN Tha memhers of t-hi.!_! gn;gg _a_rg hiehlv skilled mechmics enzazed '_

h_;z'mostly‘in building and. servicing uotion plcture cameras and other. hlgh pre— -

coos  claion work of similar. ‘character, “This union’ cams into existence as & dlrect Ty
U result ofr the break-up of the HPHIU.. Tt is reported t& have teken id the’ f'* S

entire crew of machinists then engaged in the experimental plant of Techni-

color Corporation. The union is represented in the Conference or Studio

Unions by T. D. Tiayne, who is saia to be under the complete domination of the

bommunist Party and or Herbert K. Sorrell.

___.1, . S ,.-_A‘ ,:._._f”__ :g_"',‘ _{‘; '_‘ '.‘__‘-...‘-.Ks‘ﬂ - ‘-a‘:‘_-‘. o Lo - -

. e .
iHoll;rood Guild Council'ﬁﬂgqr.

u_ e ,'\

the gullas uaking'ﬁ‘*the Holl:voodyGuild COuncil are the bargaining ke

agencies for what are known as the '"cultural groups, writers, artists, '

directors, readers and publicists." These guilds, although not arfiliated -

with the A.F, of L. or any other labor group, are the btargaining agencies

for their members. It should be noted that a= 1n the case of writers,

i, directors and art directors, the matter of salaries is an individual matter. _
l"zﬁ‘”hese guilds in their bargaining negotiations deal with such matters as work- e

* 7 . ment had not been successful in their efforts to function within the IATSE. ~  © .

"They, therefore, are reported to have set up another organigation outside the

:t@;;, A,F. of L. and thus created the Hollywood Guild Council. The following so- :
+.  called "cultural groups" are affiliated with the Hollywood Guila Council:

Screen hiriters Guild
Screen Directors Guild
Screen Publicists Guild
Screen Readers Guild
Screen Actors Guild

At the outset the 3Screen Office Employees Guild and the Screen
Cartoonists Guild were also affiliated with this Council, but they later with-
drew to atfiliate with the Coniersnce of Stuaio Unions.

.2 The reported purpose of the Hollywood Cuild Co il was to aftord

- Q,asa base of operations to carry on Communiast propsganda and p alive the -
attempt to.penetrate the other unions.. .The Comminists regprtedly have ~  ~: "<,
Ltenpted to dran 1nto the Councxl naqy of the A.F. of L. ocals, but have ‘i .-

'3—#‘"’ ")‘; i : : ) ' " T :
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successful, Their activities are said to have been¥onfined to

L £ .
the ious guilds, which ‘always been more or less sulliect to Com=
minist infil¢ration. i :
U -

Screen Kriters Quild

The leading group in the Hollywood (uild Council and the one S
which is said to have practically controlled this organization, was the ST
Screen Writers Cuild, It was organigzed in 1934 as the first union group in . .
the cultural field and is said to have come under Commnist domingtion almost
at the outset, It was organized by a up of writers who were the nmembers

of the John Reed Clubd of Hollywood, & Commnist front organization that

later becsms the Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers. Prom-
inent among the group of original organizers were the followings Howard
lawson, Ssauel Ornitz, Ludley Nichols, Guy Endore and Harry Carlisle, All ot
these persons according to Confidential Inromnt-hnve long records of o ".-
Commnist activ:lty- , :

, ""3-‘

This gulld has 'boon Gomnist dominated from its inception a.nd hu
included smny known members of the Commnist Party. At its election in :
November, 1943, the vice president, treasurer and eight members of its -
Executive Board were definitely identified as Communist Party members by in=
formants, A rumber of other officers and members, although not definitely

identiried as Commnist Party mem nd he influence of
the Communist Party, .

Screen Directors Guild

4(.:,.-'-

.

This guild was organized in February, 1936, for the purpose as
stated at that time to bring the directors of motion pictures in the line
with other labor unions in the industry. The organizing is said to have been
done by a small group of motion picture directors who professed the "progres-
sive position™ and who maintained in a broad sense that the motion picture
should carry a social or political message rather than being what they claimed
it was at the time, merely an “escape mechanism" for the masses., The Screen
Irectors Ouild is in no sense strictly a bargaining labor union, Its prin-
clpal reason for existence is sald to be ideological in that it will assist
in the production’ of motion pletures sympathstic to the cause of Communism and
.~ the political sconomy of Russia, A4Among those composing the original small
group were King Vidor, Lewis Milestone, Frank Tuttle, Frank Borsage, Howard
Hawks, Ruben M¥amoulian and Oregory LaCava. Its present officers are not known
to be members of the Commmunist Party, but it includes in itg membership
" $miividuals such as Frank Tuttle, Jay lLeyda, Herbert Bibe » Herbert Kline,

- Mo are reported to be Commnilst Party members, and others fuch as Orson Welles,
* Herman Shumlin, Lewis 18leatone, Joris Ivens and Dudley NicNols, who have
been active in the affairs of rumerous Commnist Party fron{ orgmizations
such as the American Peace Hobilizatio id7es Defet®s Committee,’
and similaY¥ organizations,




- ) Screen Publicists GQuild

k This guild is conpoaod of individuals engaged in motign picture
publicity work. Althouvgh its officers have not been identif with the
Communist Party, the organization as a body is reported to hage affiliated
. & 3¢iimi th Comunist inspired groups, including Labor's Unity for Victory
 Commitiee, HOllywood Writars Mobilization for Defense, Leagusfof American
1 Writers ani the Hollywoad Canteen.

\.._ e ~ Screen Readers Guild

. Thie guild is not atrictly & lador group since it is composed of
- {ndividuals employed at varlous studios whose dutles are to read -books, . - - .
. magazines and published meterial and make synopses from which stories or
scenes may ba adapted to the motion pictures, It is said that the readers Gon~
sider themselves potentisl writers and that thelr azbitions 1lis in that direc-
- tion, This union is reported to be influsnced to a large extant and dominated
by the Screen "riters Guild. .

t '

i ) .
! - e - .. Screen Lctora Cuild . '
! . ClEe
i This gnﬂd hu 1nolnded a mmber of promi.nent actors in the Holly-ood_’
; _area, A mxber of the individuals have supported and taken part in Comzunist
i front organisations according to Confidential Informan including Eelsn:
. Gahagen (Helen Gahagan Douglas), Frances Farmer, John Garfield (correct pame
' " Jake Garfinkel), Gale Sondergaard, Lionel Starder and Frederlc March, Current .
officers for the year 1944 inelude James Cagney, President; George Murphy,
Vice President, and a number of other well known actorss John Garfiell, Lionel
Stander, Frederic larch, and James Cagney hava been ldentlfied b es former
. members of the Comuunist Party, Oale Sondergaard through & highly confidential

technique employed by agents of the los Angelea Field Division identi- )
fied as 2 mezber of the Comsunist Party. S .

UYiscellaneous A, ¥, of L. local Unlons

Information has been received that thsre are a n:umber or other
local A, F, of L, unicns and IATSE unions engaged in the labor field in Holly-
wood, However, it is reported that there is no gre:at Commnist infiltration
of these groups and they may be divided roughly into two categories, namely,
that in which there are 8 mumber of Commmnist Party zembers and in which the
locals are to a certain extent subject to Communist Infiltration, and second,
that in which there are a rumber of anti~Commnists amd in which“the Cormunist
infiuence is at a minimm. ‘

In February, 1944, information was received that & mumber of the
independent unions hsve embarked on a Comwunist inspired campaign t¢ enter

the A, F, of L, for the purpose of throwing their weight influence toward
attaining Communist control of the A, F. of L, structure injSouthern Californis.

v e e

-7 --daang the unions which are ocoasionally subject to Cormunisg control, is the
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o : In September , 191,3, a l{otion ricture Labor CQmi teo for Politica.l

a po].itical arm by labor groups. This group reportedly was organized by
_ individuals from unions associsted with the Conference of Studio Unions and
... it appears to be strongly Communist dominated. It is said that while the - . 3
P ;\,’ - - organization operates in the name of the A.F. of L.; in realit.v the Hollv- Y e

DA wood unit is under the control of the Communist: forces.  Thisis said to be LAY
L consistent with the current nationmwide program of the Communist Party.to t.e.ke

- ! Action was set up in line with the current movement towsard wba.formation or

; ~ part in political organizations and place in office those persons who are- o
favorable to the Communist position. The organization is affilisted with
such reported Communist front groups as the Peoples Educational Center, the
Fifteenlh Congressional District Legislative Council, the Leazue of imerican
iriters and the Hollywood Writers School. — -
¢ H - B ’f. Lt : K 7 ) .- . B i I AR
- 'tq:“-e e " :'-gz. . _!-_’. .. L . s-#:::::\“\ . ‘ i, . o, : R . . .':__"" S e ,‘-.--'_.‘“!-A' » .
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onrege*co nf %wdio Unionl :

" ¥ith the past six mont:s, rour additicnal unicns nave Jeined this
orpamisgation. They are the following:

i1 rvic loyeen, Local
' ' o milunion:lahudedwaeorgesradleyubouncrtedwbe .
Lt e : . a member and sponger of many Comminiat fromt groups. . . wate i

' Soeetsl Officers and (usrds, Locsl 193

Tnis unin: is hesded by une Ted Carp vho hrs not Leretofore
been repcrted as engoged in Comunist aciivities,

Screen Pub

jeiatte Tuild

This union has heretofore been independent ™t 1% wee recently
granted n .. F. of L. charter by which it became offiliated with
Local 644 of the ¥otion Piloturc Painters League. This gnuild hius long
been under the complete control of the Communist Party. 115 reore-
sentative tc the Conference of Studic Unicns is Ted Tayler, a rcrorter
for the Peonlels "orld, Pacific Coazt (‘crmmisi nuhlicstion an¢ said

- %0 be an ardent Cmmmist. o "
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crein An&lm' Is Quild g?omry. Scresn Readers Juild

o " . This union was alsoc formerly an independent ajion but has

 ?

9
1 L

,
.

. B . 7_.

recertly been chartersd by the A, F. of L, through the Painters
Tnion. The mambers of this union are readers of mater !hich‘
my eventually be used in motion pictures, The amalyst is in a
position to recosmend ideas, sequences and scenes which, if the

analyst is Commisti_cly inclingd, my cqnt.ain Commnist prope=~

It 1s rcportad that the {nfluence of the C. S. Us is . -

;mm daily and that it recently has been recognized by the =~ -

Motion Ploture Producers Assoclation as a separate bargalning
agency. Herbert K. Sorrell contimues to be the leading figure

in the C, 5. U. He was a fcrper Commnist Party member. . Sorrell .
contimies to be friendly with Pat Cesey, labor lialson man for

‘the Motion Plcture Producers Association., It is reported that -

the C. S. U, supports all Commniet front astirities in Hollywood e
not...on Pic'a:ro Labor conitteo for Po . - ST

This co-nittee is presently working in conjunction with

the United A, F. of L. Politicasl Action Committee which takes in "

a1l sections of the Scuthern California area, The purpcses of the
Motion Plcture Labor Committee are saild to be identical with those
of the Hollywood Democratlc Committee, & Communist front organization.
Fifteer labor unions are presently affilisted with the Motion Plcture

- Labor Committee for Political Action., Not all those of the affilisted

labor unions are Commmnist controlled; however, eight of the fifteen
unions are said tc be under the domination of Communist elements, It
is reported that the Hotion Picture Labor Committee for Folitical

Action, as of lay, 1944 was follomine the Goronlat Doy g

As of June, 1944 it was reported that the Yotion Picture Labor
Committee for Political Action had joined with a mumber of Commnist
front organizations, including the Hollywood Demcoratic Committee,
to sssist in local primary elections. These elections resulted in
the defeat of Congressman John M, Costello, a mscber of the Dies
Committes, and the nomination of Helen Gahagan Douglas, wifs of
actor lMelvin Douglas, in the 14th Congressional District. Mrs,

Douglas and her Musband have been associnted with mumercus Comrunist
front organizations,
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W-of L. Votes to Qust Reds and Pascists - _
‘ The Los Angeles Herald on July 11, 1944, carried icle which

stated that by a four to one vote delegates of the Central laber Council,
%o Ao ¥, of L. had spproved a constitutional amendment through which Conmunists
5. - and Fascists will be barred from membership in that organization. The article

SR -J-.t--d l-hnl- 11 dnm Munen naddaral hawd «F bha 4 wf ¥ anlial Fow bha ) NP
DRI Hidd lall ool y national L%88 Tl wis ae s. \u. Aty SBLTU LUV VUG . Lo

P amendment when he rejested a proposed new constitution for the Council last

<% year on the ground it failed to mrchibit membership of #radicals.t The
vote was 153 to L4 in favor of the amendmeat, but approval came only after -
a floor fight in which some members objected to the use of ths names of
Conmuntsts or Fascists on the grouad that it would causa lcss of sane members,

Possible labor War in Hollywood ,
SRS, W
e . s of uly, 1944, confidectial informants have advised that thers. = .
< 41 & pouibility of a Labor split among the Holl;nmod unions. Thia situation .
:'+" arose out of the dispute between the Kotion Picture Alliance for the Presex- -
vation of American Ideals (MPA), an anti-Communist group of labor unions, and
the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, which includes a nuwber of Coa-
munist~dominated labor groups. The latter organization undertook to combat
the charjes of Communism levelled at the motlon plcture industry by the iPA.
e Purther information conceraing both orgenizations is set out in Section IX
77! of this memorandum, As a result of the dispute Anformants have reported that
. ... at lesst ene jurisdictional dispute has arisen between a union of the anti-
"~ Comxunist: group and a union of the allezod Communist group. This occurred-

-~ ‘when Studio Carpenters*® Local #946 objucted to certain activities of the RS
. 8tudio Grips, Local 80, IATSE, at the 20th Century Fox Studios. Reportedly '
Herbert K. Sorrell, President of the Conference of 3tudlo Ualons and 8 known /
Communist Party member, is guiding and directing James Skelton, busimess— §

represeantative of the Studiec Carpenterst Unicn, in thils dispute, Inlornants

report that as of July, 1944, it is the cpinion of many labor leaders in
Follywood that this wii be the beginning of a labor war in the motion picture
industry.

- P

rd

United A. P. of L., Committas for Politisal Action

- In Auwgust, 1944, a reported split occurred in the above Commuittee
- over tho indorsement of certain political candidatcs, The Conmittees, ovor the
strenuous objection of certain Communist members within it, withdrew indorase-
mont of Ned Healy, candidate for Longress in the 13th C essional District
4 /~and Hal Styles who defesated John M. Costello for the D::gatic naxination in

X _the 15th cgmuninml District..  Theaa actions cansed a alant {nternal

S0 SRR W A e

S gonflict within the AJ F. of L. raoks, _The local teamsterfunions led the

S LMl
£ [




fight aegainst the Commmnists., - The Hollywood leaders of

_ Lebor Conmittes for Politicel Action led the Comminist for
¢ Jiiigiduals 1dentified as Communista by. 1nromnt in

i were Herbert K, Sorrell. Nornl Ds Po

3 : In August, 1944, 1% was le&E!! !!e Commnista contirmed to

lead the fight against withdrawal of endorsements of Styles and Healy by the

Motion Ploture .

"“ "United A. F, or L. Political Action Committes, According to informants, the
only pwer of the A+ Fo of L, Commitise is that of rsccmendaticn. Its -

‘.7 action must be endorsed by 2/3 of all local bodies affilisted with it. The - ..
.. Commnis*s preportedly used their influence with these affiliated bodies and
" prevented the top committse's recommendation from being adopted, The :
prineipal arena of the fight was the Central Labor Council of loe Angeles
and the Commnists, having secured control of this body, prevented adoption
of the United Committee's recommemdation, The Commnists in control of the
Votion Plsture Labor Committes for Political Action led the fight ad finally
won it for the Commniat, element, For this 'iaaaon the endorsement of Styles

. -m-l Han1v —as mt !i{nh.-lv-n_-q L . S ‘ L
~ qcraen P'ritere Gnild " :

In August, 1944, 1t was learned through the "Deily Variety," trade
paper of the motion pieture industry, that Mary ¥eCall, Jr,, Presidert of the ~
Screen Writers! Cuild, had resigned, She was succeeded by Lester Cole,who had
previously served as Vice President, Cole will serve as President untll
the l.mmnl election of the Guild 4in Noveﬂ)er, 1944,

: Lester C.ole, alias Lester Cohn, is a free lance writer employed at |

", . .golumbia Studios, He is a Commnist and is presently assigned to Group A-1
(Writers), Northwest Section, Commnist Political Assoclation card number

46805 for 1944, He has a long record of Commnist and Commnist front activi-
ties and is very active in the league of American Writers, the Hollywood '
Yriters' ¥obilization, the Hollywood Council of Guilds and Unioas, and the
Hollywood Democratic Committee, all of which are rzcognized Commmnist front

groups,

Conference of Studio Unions

-~

During October, 1944, this bloc of ten unions was engaged in & sirike
situation in the motion pict.ure :lndustry. A Jurisdictional displte arose between
the Agsoclated Propertymen, Local 44, 1..,T,5.E,, and Screen Set Designers,
local 1421, A, F, of L, At first the set designers were supported by other
unions in the Conference, prineipally the Yoving Picture Painters, Local 644,

lnd the Studin Hachinist.a, Loecal 1185. _ i
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Lined ub on one side in t.he dinpuﬁ ie the Co
- “‘F"I the Conference of Studio Unions, and on the other,
~ Communist unions, As originally reported, the dispute was jo have been used

| 3‘ by the Commnist forces in an attempt to take over the mexblrahip of the
X

opposition, Herbert K, Sorrell, vho has been identified as a former

mezber of the Commnist Party, has been in charge of the affairs of the _

Commnist bloc and Richard Walsh, International President of the I.A.'I‘.S.E.
of lcv !ork Gity, amd Holly-ood, npruonts tho opposit.ton. o Sl

e !alsh ia uid to have roreed thc Iaboratory Techniciam, Local 683, .
“ 1.A.1.5. Tu, t0 withdraw from the Conference of Studio Unions, This union

- looal is described as being thorcughly controlled by Commnists, tut in

order %o save the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local would

withdraw from the Conference., This action was taken, However, it is said .

that this has in no way changed any of the Commiat oontrol of the unmn. ;

£47] <3

L il ‘As " 4pdicate above, one of the purpoaea of the Confersnce has - :‘::
-<..] been to atteupt to take over anti-Commnist unions in the motion picture o1 -
.. - studlo, - Ths following six unions are involved: -1, Studio Orips, Mumber 80

" T.AJTSuBe, Ao F. of Lo 2, Assoclated Pro;nrtmn, Funber 44, I.A.T.S.E., ~
» Ae F, of L, '3, Studio lLaborers, Number 727, I.A.T.S5.E., A, Foof L, .
4e Studio Electricians, Number 728, I.A.T. S.E., A, F, of L, 5. Studio o
Utility Yorkers, Mumber 724, A, F. of L, 6. Studio Plasterers, Rumber 759,

Ay ¥, of Le .

. B ’ro caunteract the attempt of the conrercnce, a meoting was held on A
h-iday, October 27, 1944, sponsored by some seven unions of the motion pleture
- iodustry, at which time it was decided to fom a counter-organization to com=

" bat the inroads of the Communist elements and their attempt, through the
Conference of Studio Unions, t© take over the remainder of those unions, not |
yot controlled by Commnist influences. -

.

.

The president of the new group is Carl Cooper, West Coast rerresenta-
tive of the I.A.T.S.E.; the secretary is Joseph P, Tonhy, president and business
representative of the Studio Drivers (Teamsters), Local 399, Hollywoods The
organisation has not, as yet, been given a name or title, although seversl
meetings have been held since the initial one, Furthermore, it is said the.
new group's activity has been delsayed to soms extent by virtue of the slection
campalgns, It is said that the formation of this organization was the result

- of a visit of Richard ¥alsh, International President of the I.A.T.S5.E. to
- § ~ Hollywood, Walsh is related to have warned some of the local unions in the
motion picture industry that Herbert K. Sorrell was going to "gobble them
61l up if' they didn't get busy.™ Sorrell, in combination ¥ith the Council
5L Bollywood Guilde and
ooo atndio norhara.
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mmlythoconfomotsmm n.n:lontho athor, anti-~ X L e
t unions, A8 originally orhd, the dispute was hmbemuud

Cowmmist forces in an attempt to take over the rship of the -

oppoition. Hesbert K. Sorrell, amom Sommunisty e in charge of H—-——
the affairs of the Communist blog . » Intarniebena) President' '

of the I.A.T.5.E. of New York City, and Hollywood, nprosenta the oppositica,
Walsh 13 sadd to have forced. tha ‘Laboratory 'rechnicuns, Local 683,

‘order to save the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local would ;T' w”
" withdraw from the Confersnce, This action was taken, However, it is said

that this has in no way changed any of the Communist control or the union,

" As indicated above, one of the purposes of the Conference ha.s
Lbesn to attampt to take over antl-Commmist unions in the motion picture .
studio, The following six unlons are involved:; 1. Studio Orips, Mumber BO,’ ;

I-L-T-B-E-. A. P of L. 2. . Anmociated Propartyman, Rumber ld; Y.A.7.8.8

m=a—ma=e¥s =% T = mg e ....-. ., "

;. Av P, of L, 3. Studio Laborers, Mumber 727, I.A.T.5.E., A, F. 0f L. = <i<; ey ,5.,

L, S8tudio Electricians, Ruber 728, I,A.1,8.B,, A. F. o L, 5, Btudio =
Urility Workers, Mumber 72,"A. P. of L. 6. Studio Plasterers, Mumber 759 “*-*
A, P.of L,
To counteract the attexpt of the Conference, a meating was held on
Friday, Dotober 27, 19LL, sponsored by sons seven unions of the motion picture
industry, at which tims it was decided to form & counter—organization to con-

The prosidant of the new group is Carl cooper, Wast Cosst reprosenta- .
t.ive of the I.A,T.5.E.3 the secretary is Joseph P. Touhy, President and buaimn
ropresentative of tho Studio Drivers (Teansters), Local 399, Hollywood, The
organisation has not, as yet, been given a nams or title, although several
mestings have besn held since the initial one., PFurthermore, it iz said the :
new group's activity has boen delaysd to some extent by virtus of tha elsction
cazpaipgns, It is sald that the formation of this organization was ths result
of a visit of Richard Walsh, Internaticnal President of the I.A/T.5.B. to
Hollywood, Walsh is related to have warned some of ths local unions in the
motion picture industry that Herbert K, Sorrell was going to "gobbls them
all up 1f they dido't get busy." Sorrell, in combination with the Council
of Hollywood Oulilds and Unlons, is said to be now in control of 22,000 of the
30,000 studlo workers,

-
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.. bat the inrcads of the Commmist elements and their attempt, through the = & .-
Conferwnce of Studio Unlons, to taks over ths rmindor of t.hone un:!.ona, not - -
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Yotion Pleture Labor Committes for Political Aetion

'f‘

D.u'ing the first pa.rt of October, 1944, it was reforted that this
. organization composed of Hollywood Studio A, F, of L. union 1s, becams
‘ corpletely Commnist controlled. At the beginning there were several non~
§  Communist unions belonging to the Committee, but these unions, seeing the
predominance of Commnists and their influence, dropped out of the Committee,
leaving it in Communist hands, This Political Action Committees was affiliated
with the United A, F, of L, Political Action Committee., It also coopprated -
~ wholeheartedly with the GIO Political Action Committee and also was affilisted
"% with the Hollywood Democratic Committee, Its work centered primarily in the
~ union, - After the elections it is =alid there was some discussion among its
functionaries as to whether the Comnittee should be kept intact, If it is
kept in a permanent status endoubtedly it will assume a different type of
work,

Screen Ca.rtoonist.s Cuild . S . j:-
' This organiution was formed in tho esarly part of 1939 and in t-ho
spring of 1941. It secured a sub-charter of affiliation with the Moving
Plcture Painters! Local Number 644, A. F, of L, It has approximately 1,000 ~
members and 1s composed of cartoonists, screen artists and animators engaged
in the meking of animated cartoons in the motion picture industry. Since
July, 1941, the Guild has followed the Commnist program and has been
affiliated with 3 munber of Commnist front groups, including the Conference
of Studio Unions, the Hollywood ¥riters Mobilization, the Sleepy Lagoon
: Defense Committee, the People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Democratie
: " Committes, the Council of Hollywood Quilds and Unions, and the 15th District -
: Congressional Committee. Three of the organizers of the subject Cuild are
known Commnists, and the business representatives, William Pomerance, who
represents the Guild politically, is described as one of the leading
Commnists in the movie industry. Three of the five delegates to the los

Angeles Central labor Council of this Ouild are Commnist Pol a-
tion members and formerly members of the Commnist Party,
Sereen Rriters Guild : -

The ﬁaily Worker for November 22, 1944, carried an article con-
cerning the election of new officers in thse Screen Writers Guild, The
following meople were elected to officlal capacities:

. Emmet Lavery - President _ ,
. James Hilton - lst Vice Presid T
. Hugo Butler - 2nd Vice Presid )
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> with the Hollywood Democratic Comxittes, ,,
"y, union, . After the eloctions it is said there was soms discussion among ita -+0i”

TR,

_Congresalonal Comnittes,
“nown Yillion Romoraneo
- represents the Ouild politically, 4s doscribed as ons of the leading

:.ouon Jﬁcwra stor cmzm I'O!' POIJ.%S.OCJ. Action

Durlng the first part of Octber, 19k, it was 7
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couplntaly Communist controllad, At the beginning there w
Communist uniocns belonging to the Comaittes, but these uniof¥; Besing the
predominanse of Communists and thsir innu.ence droppad out of the Committes, -
lsaving it in Communiat, hands., This Poliuoal Action Comitteo was a:filiat.od
with the United A. F. of L, Political Action Comuittes, -It also coopsrated .. ...
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Its work centered primarily in the -

functionaries as to whethor the Comadttee should be kept intact, If it is -
kept in a permanont status undcubudly it will assume a different typo of

work, .
.’ goreen Cartoonists Suild' . ;. ;-=‘-f-_'--_',c"--.,l,5[ Chma e e f& S
. 'rh.’u: orgmiution was formed in the early pu't of 1939 and 1n " 32’“*’
lpring of 19111 It ssoured a sub~charter of affiliatiocn with the x. el ¥

Picturs Painters' Local Humber 6uli, A, F. of L, It has approximetely 1,000 -
asabars and is composed of cartoonlsts, screen artists and animatorc engaged
in the making of animated cartoons in tho motlion picture industry, Since
July, 15h1, the Guild has followed the Comwmunlst proirem and has been
l.fril.‘..atod with a numbar of Communiat front groups, including the Conforence

.. of Studio Unicns, tho Hollywood Writers lobilisation, the Sleepy Lagoon = .
. Defense Committae, ths Peopls's Bducational Centar, the Hollywood Democratiec . -

Comaittes, the Counscil of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, and the 1Sth District il 5
Thrse of the organisers of the subject Ouild are .-~
Commnista, and the business repreasntative, y WRO ! .

Comunists in the movie ilndustry. Thres of the five dologatos to the los
Angoles Central Labor Council of this Guild are Coxmunist Folitical Assocla-

tion mexbaors and IOMWM Cozmnunist Party,
Scresn ¥ritors Guild

The Duily Rorker for Novembor 22, 19k, carried an articls con-
carning the election of new officers in the Screen Writers guild. The
fol.'!.owini, pooplo were elocted to official capacitiesn:

Presidont
1st Vice Presidant
2nd Vico ?ronidcnt

Empet Lavery -
Jamas Hilton «~
. o Duftler -
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s informant has engaged in Commmist jotivities,

 Z¢ - ping Lardner, Y. = 3:d 7ice Pre
* - ... Howard Estabrook - - Secrstary .
Hichasl Fanin - Irezcurer

Board of Diractoru

Tallot .}umings

Sharidan Gibney

AlLoxrt fackett

Frances Soodrich

Jehn Howard lawsen .

Oliver H. T, Ozrntt S L R )
_ Dl.nh--—' f‘n'l’&n- R T ) L
Bltty Ly Reinhardt SRR N
Jo s J’ ot Lo e .
Harold Buckmun
Arthur Kober -

Among the above are numerous names linked provicusly with the
- Communist movesent in varying capacitiss. The following is & brief description
- af the aonnections of eacht of those persons m o have Comamnist a.rmuuonm

Emot Iam is sl=so Chaimn o t.ho Koll.ywoad Writers
Hobilization, a Conmunist front.

) 13 gfiuat_eﬂ with f.h.ﬁ Rollvernad Hritara
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Howard Estsbrook 15 presontly Secretary of the Holly-
wood Triters Uobilization,

Kichael Kanin s a reportod Communist syapathizer,

Dalton Trumbo is a known Communist,

Morc Connelly is o meuber of the Nollywood Writers -
Mobiliszation and according to a reljsble
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. - Talbot Jeoningy is a raparmcmxnist syepathisgy. ! i
Rl 3 " shertdsn Giboey was & mezber of the Loague of Amafics
2 : : Uritors, a Communist front,
i Albert Hackstt is « muter of tw hollywood kriters
el ﬂablliutlon.
Lo Francca c.oodri% }a a auhcr of t.ho Bollyvood uriura a
Corta ' o . Y Y1landklan S : o
v, X . § m “.h-’;.“ L . , T ) . D -.“ .
- " johq Howard Lowson 1p & known Comemmist. el
Gordon Ralma &5 & konoun Commundst.
, Richard Collins is a known Comamist,
f. . Harsld Bucten ta & kmowm Gormantst. R
I S " T 7 _infj o F . B -‘ ._,ﬂ::f‘*m
m followinc accordi.n. o the Dan;y lorkor, 1o the new prom
cf activity of the Scroen Writors Quild: -

nl, Full employment Lo soredn nrs.tars utilizing to
tho fallest axtent the advent of telavision and
ths expansion of the educational and comzsrcial
, , Iil::; with ap&cm attontion to the rapi.d plnco-
I mant of returning writors discharged alter servicé
' with the arwed forces or in zovernmant bureaus,

22 Construction of a Guild Conter building, housing
employn groups in tho industry, with aceting
halls, projaction rooms, auditorium, librery, ete.
(togother with other guilds and unions in the
Councll of Follyuood Cullds and Unioms).

- S m - e -

for the purpose of aupplym, trolned writers ant”
£41n workers of all catopgories to motion picture
producers in other countriaa; establishment o!
foreign language ciesses,”

(Daily Worker, 11-22-LkL, p.1l)

"1 ratablishwent of a foralgn eanloysent axchanpo
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lcudership of Herbert XK. Sorrell continved to be involved inlseveral labor

"+ Jurisdictional disputos with the International Allience of T $cel Stage

Exployees (I.A.T.5.8.). While these diaputes corntinced to agpear purely

% Jurisdictional, in fact, scoording to 1n:or=mw, thay were focsuted by

Comzunist elementa for t.ha purposs of brealdng I,A.T.5.E. Unioms, At the -
pressnt tize, the principal controvarszy is between the Screen Cet D:lrect.ura, '

.'.1,=' an i, ¥. of L, afriliate of Sorrell's union; the painters, snd local 44 of

the Assocociatsd Propertymen, I.A.T.3.R. .A strike has bsen threatoned unlaas
Willisa Gresn, Preaident of the Amarican Federation of labor, gives in to
Sorrell wlo h.u the backing of his International Undun, the Internaticnal
Brotherhood of Painters, Paperbangers and Decorators of America, A, F, of L.
The Intorraticnal President of this Unien is E. P. Lindelof, wio suppcrtn
Sorrell. Lindelof, according to the in:o:'mnt hu long beo—\ aware t..nt.
Sorrell 18 & Cmmiat

. © Anothar eontronm which bas lruan dtn-in.g %o vember, 19!.4, e
‘diroct.ly involving tha contmmo or btudio th'xionn, has the roll.wing

- backgrounds . - : ‘ , 5

The lotion Pictire P:oduccra Aanociat.ion, which bsg beon
in existorce for many years, 1s composed of ra;:reacntativea
Irvz all the wajor studfos in the film industry. en. rt of the
Assoclation 1s called the “lays Cffice of Consorsidp™ xhich
appreves or disapproves the content of pictures,

A rift bas daveloped io thw Association. Tarner Brothers
*  has sancunced its withdrawal to take effect within aix =orths -
that time belnz required because the rules of the Association
require six xonthe notice of withdrawal., ?The reasons given by
Karnor Brothers for severing reliations are that the Studio
objects to the method of hundling iulor relations by 7at
Cagey who comes under the influence of the Hays Cffice. Also,
Warner Brothers objacts to the type of Censorship exercised
‘b; the Hays Cffice, The principle involved in this dispute
betwsen Yarner fLrothers and tho isys Office in tha metter of
oenscrahip ia that Warner Bruthers objects tu ths censorship
of what it ter=se Peducational®™ content of thoe motion picture.
In t!da case what is really meant is "politicsl" content.
Lnother point on which there is disagreement is {he mattar of
labor relations. The Haysm Uffics and Lhe Cesey (:ffice have been

-
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Conference of Studio Unions U ' r——
& il Irring Rovenber, 1944, this Commmist dominated ‘under the < ’
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. bargaining with two different groups, the I.A.T.S.E. &-:M
o ~ Basie Agreement Crafts, all A, F. of L. ¥ithin theseJtwo groups
t. WM there bas arisen what is called the Cornference of Studio Unions,

ST & Commnist controlled group of key crafts under the Jeadership
i of Herbert K, Sorrell, a former Commnist, | — R
o Warner Brothers has announced that it will eonduct its

: labor relations department separate from the Hays and Casey

! o Offices and will recognise for bargaining purpcoses the Con-

: o ference of Studio Unions, -This will give of ficial recognition
for the first time to the Commnist leadership in the Holly-
wood Studio Unions, In this regard the informant has pointed
out that Warner Brothers appears to have been consistently
veering in the direction of Communist influence for some time,

b Screen Actors Guild - . ..'f-i‘-'

. ' The December A, 1944, issus of the |I'm:u'in:cu-" carries an lrticl.
. on page slaven which announces that Bollywood extras and bit players voted -
" in a National Labor Relations Board election thres to one for affiliation * - -

with the Sereen Players Union (unaffilisted) over the Screen Actors Gulld
(A.F.L.). The article states that the extras and bit players were formerly -
cla ss *B* non-voting members of the Screen Actors Cuild, Votes were cast

by more than 1,500 of 3,300 elig:lble actora, The election took place on
Decexber 1'?, 1544.

e . s = -

'Previously the "DAily Worker® for September 18, 1944, advised
.hat the Sereen Flayers Union had been actively blaming the Sereen Actors
Guild for not consummating negotiations for better wages and working con-
© . - ditions, It was reported in this first article that the Sereen Flayers
: Union had invited 2,500 extras to & mass meeting "to ask them Iif they
wouldn't 1ike to have their present checks of §5.50, $8.25 and $10,50
upped to & minimm of §16,50 with present $16,50 checks raised a couple
of bucks more," The September 18, 1944, article in effect criticizes
the Screen Flayers Union. However, the December 21, 1944, article appeared
very ippertisal.
) -~
The December 21, 1944, article advised that immediately after
the above referred to election George iurphy, president of the Screen
»  Actors Guild, called a meeting of his executive board to consider steps -
to be taken in defense of what the Ouild considers its jurisdiction, '
It was explained in the article that the only voting membezra of the Ouild
have been "A"™ players, or those with substantial speaking Se_




1
:_. ot 7 oL _......r,.'. . ,
S S ':m ®Workers uuclo uu.d. t.ha.t it appeum the Screen - -
“*x. potors Ovild would challenge the slsction, although Muorphy Jtated that his
.,,‘» would "continue to exert c;clunw Juriadiction over uti.ng work !
T Ldustry,”

% It was relsted that dm-i.m, the pre—election contosm Screcn

I Actors Guild told its "pB" mombers they would lode 4.F.L, banofits 1if the ]

. < 8Boreen Players Union woa, since the presidont, Tillim Gresn, . F. of L., -
;. would not permit any A. F. L. unien but ths Scmenlct.orn Oulld to take:

Y "y Iy P IR Yy |, . -......l.‘.__..l N
~ Jurmicuon over the axtras, - The Scresn Fl FAEyOrs Unlon reportadly countered .

F777 with's claim that 1% had besn mm @ charter by an A, F. L. international ~ *
- union which it did not nams, although-it was belisved, asccording to the -~ = &7
* articls, in Hollywood that the inlernational union i.nvolvad is tha Intar-
national Alliance of Thaatrical Stage Biployees,

the article in the "Norker® was ondod by stating that the Scréun
Players Union victory culainsted a long psriod of dissatisfaction amcng -

non-vot.ing "p* mexhors of ths Screan Actor: Oui.‘.d loat or Ihon felt. thoy x
¢ . ware volcolass nnﬂ dn_-l!"d a nhnnnn ' . s

—a w--——“u g a "," 1

. " SR
: Later, ths Jo.nnx-.rlx 19h5 issus of the "Dai]: Worksr* carried -=
an article on page L to the effact that “B Memberahip" of tha Screon '

Actors Guild were schaduled to be abolisbied as of Februery 1, 19L5, as -
& rosult of a spoclal meeting of the DRoird of Directors of the Screen
ariters Unicn, at which timo steps were considared follewing a National
Iabor lelstions Bosrd certificatlon of the new Sz:rosn Players Union,

©  the colloctiva bargaim.ng agent for all oxtm. : _ RS

‘
-

ST mis artdcle stated that heratofors, extras comprised tha M- L.
e Non=Voting-Mombership® of the Screen Agtors Culld, and that henceferth - -~ =

235 there would bo "A" and "A-J* memberships in the Sercen Actors Guild = ¥A" -
"y - for actors as such, "A-F for junlor actors and bit players. It was also Ay

stated that oxtras who also do bit parts would probably maintain their
Screen Actors Cuild memberchip for their Bit work, snd menbership in oo
Screen Playors Unlon for thelir extrs work,

Confarance of Studin”!.{nions .

The Jonuary 16, 1945 issuo of the Daily Worker carries an article
on pagoe 5 which iz ontitled *10 A, P. L. Hollymood UMions Back Campaim
for Marry Bridges." This articls states that thousands of Hollywood movie

- studlo wurkers who ara nombers of 10 A, F. of L, afiliates have votad to
support lHurry Bridges in his fight againat deportation, It was reported

~ in the article that acting through tho Conforvace of Studio Unions, the

vorkers wired .the Attornoy Censrul and the Prosidoent ss an innodizte
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“r ent of the Conference of Studio Unions, is said tc hawp signed the

. ~secretary of the Radio Writers Cuild, Eastern Region and

termination of deportation proceedings, as well as the granying of citizeﬁ-
ship to Bridges. Herbert K. Sorrell, A, F, of L. Painter's Reader and

The article lists the Unions represented in the conference as,

) D Sman Cartoonists Guild, Screen Office Employ»es Guild, Scrgen Set Designers,
"' Sereen Story Analysts Guild, Screen Publicists Guild, Speclal™officers and

1 Guards Local 193, Film Technicians, ¥otion iiachinists, Moving Picture
- Painters and Service Employees Local 78, S

mromuon was roco:l.vad in Jamary, 1945, concerning the Junsu:.cuonu
dlsputo betnen this group and the International Association of Theatrical and L
Stage Fmployees, It is said that Sorrell has threstened io call s strike of the =
sot dressers to enforce the conference's demands for control of this craft, The
dispute is a part of a general program instituted by Comzunist controlled unions
in Hollywood to invade the jurisdiction of the IATSE which is said to be generally
opposed to Commnist infiltration, Confidential Informant states that
the Commnists are reviving the Browne-Bioff affair by de & Senats
moatigation of the release of thess two men from prison, claiming they tm
again appear in the union affairs in Hollywood, 7The informant pointed out . ... -
that this is being done for propaganda parposes, The same source has referred -’
to a serles of work stoppages in the studios for & period of several months,
ending in Jamuary, 1945, which he said are ostensibly caused by jurisdictional
disputes between the set dressers and the set designers, The informant pointed
out that in reality this has been a process used by Commnist controllod unions
to mintain the "militancy™ of the wo

at th ork for the
- aympathy of mbara of other unions,

Radio riters Guild '

_ - The January 2&, 191.5 issne of the Daily Forker carries an article S
-~ announcing that this Guild has been organized on a national basis, and that = -
- funds for its national tudget have been supplied by the Authors League of
America, The article announced that objects for 1945 for this organization

ares
1. " otl ti n !‘-‘iti’““‘1 nnn+-nnn'l-u Pn- ﬂa{f—lr
news and cont:lmity rriters vorking for the P
- pational chains, o
2. . ¥egotiations for 2 national minimum basis
- agreement for all free lance writers,

The new National Secretary is Dorothy Bryant, described as previous
bk:ro that executive

; secretary of the Chorus Bquity Association. It was voted t discharged
servicemen would be ue!lpt from the standerd $10,00 initiafion fes,

-r
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- SCREEK WRITZRS GUILD -
7 . The Screen Writers Ouild, am affiliate of the Authofs Leaguo of

N‘m Inc., was organised in 1933. It is said to be lkhe
the cultural fleld in the motion picture industry tof come under the
deaination of the Communists and Comsuniet sympathisers.
1300 mexbors, of which about 100 are reported to be zembers ok.ihe Commmnist

Party. In addition, a great many of its meubers are associates of Cozmnists

? erd are alleged to be sympathetic to Communist ideology and have been active
i A, in Commmnist dominated organizations. - The Screen ¥riters Ouild bhas given

__.g ‘prestige %o the Commnist movement in Hollywood and has taken the lead in the

RS

LA TN

.' I organizad eultnral union groups 1n rollwing thc Gomnist Party line.

Salt and Ring Lardrer, Jr. reportedly arc among the leadins Communists who

‘r.a.‘,e baan 0:4..;5-131- & thia= r 1414 and urhA hnvn hoon Mnt nfln nidal dn n'hnn-

ing its policies. ° infMuential in

. Officers of the Screen Writers mnd. InG. ... -

- The June, 1945 isoue of *The Scroen Writer,® & magarine pubuanna
by the Screen Uriters Ouild, listed the following individuals as o:tioan or
this organiszation:

Prasident - Zmoet Lavery:

According to information in the filec of the Los ingelcs
Office, Lavery is a pative born citizen whose home is Poughkeepais,
L Bew York. Be is a graduate of the l'ordhnn Iaw School and 1s a
. . forwer instructor of the Catholic Universiiy, Washingtom, D. C. '
: .., Be is comparatively new in the motion picture industry and for the
past three years has continually associsted with Communists and
has beon used by them as a front for various organisations. He
was formerly connected with ths Federal Theater Project in Rew York
City. He claims to be an ardent foe of rod-balting and stated that
despite the fact he ia not a Communist he has suffered coneidoradbly,
particularly on the Federal Theater Project, from red-baiting. Al-
though no documentary evidence is contained in the file which would
indicate lavery iz a masher of the Commmniat Party. ha has been
chairman of the Hollywood ¥riters MNobilizatlon and was also a member
of the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Committes, both
of which are said to be Communist dominated organiszations.

e T __ A ¥,

First Vice President = Ring Lardnser, Jrei

) y Lardner was formerly a membar of Branch A-l, Northwest
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party.’ July of 1945, .

_Cultml Graup of t.ha Commanist Polit.ical uaocutiuni_

- -

Jobkn Ho'ard Lmon, P.obert. Rosaen, Le;t,cr Cole’ Pugo Bntler, Valdo BRI

_-hewas relisbly reported to be & meaber of the Boverldy Westwood . -, .




Second Vice President -~ Frances Goadrich: .-

She has bem active in the Holl;lood Writers &:bili:atian,

: _eaid to be & Commnist dominated zation,
e srgand

Third Vice Preaident uordon Kahnt
< gy e
i He was forzerly a mecber of Branch A-1l, Northwest Section
T of the los Angeles Conty Cammmist Party. In July of 19LS ho was

relishly reported to be a member of tha Commmist Political Associa-
4iom, Ha iz tha t!'me!na Editor of Tha Soreen Writey! a2 macasina

O by the Soreen Friters Culld. 'Aocording to
e a paid informant of the Los Angeles Office, ve
R 1lywood Writers Hobilizatiom and the Hollywood Democrutic Coo-

mittee, both of rhich orgmiutims are sald to be Comcunist dominge
tod,

; Seoretu-: Boward Batabrookt :

- Although ‘there il no documntm nidnncoofﬁstabrook's
nmbmhipintthmmnParty,hamheennctninmem ‘
Cormraniat front orgmiuum and was a spoasor of the American
Youth for Democraey. -

' There is no documentary evidence in the Los Angeles Offfice

which would prove that Kanin is a mezber of the Commumist Party.
However, ke has reportedly been active in a number of Comramist -
front organisations and is known to have contritmted §10.00 to the - .
"People's World®, reported West Coast Cammunist news organ, during ‘
the fund drive or tha.t publicat.ien in 194k. . : |

The followinp indivicuals, who were liszted in the Jiune, 1945 issue
of "The Screcn Uriter” as members of the Executive Coemittee of the Screen
Writers GQuild, have decn reported to be either Communists or Commmist

sympathizors: Richaré Collind; Oliver H. P. Oarrett; Sheridam Gibney; Jom
Howard lLawscor; Dalton Trumbo; Albert Hacketty Joe Sworlingy Harold Buchmang
Frank Partos, :
- Activities
A review of tha second report of the Unwimerican Activities Commit~
tee in California, which is the report of the Joint Fact Coem!ttee
40 the S6th California Legislature, published in Sacranentol California, in _
-,.'., 1915,  roveslad ths nazes of the individualswho glgned the oxll ¢o ths varicus - - -

. “American writers oongresm of League of Anarican Iri « Both the

t . .+ . American Writers Congress and the League of izericsn Wri are said to have
" been Comxunist dominated, The First Arerican Fritera Congress was held in
Hew York City in 1935 snd the Fourth and last Avericsn Uriters Congress was

MMMHGIOI‘RLIW,mJSMQ utnawu;bmmuaommmmm
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Albert kaltz, both menbers of the Screen Writers Gulld, were alected National

Vico Presidents of the League of American Writers., It is pertinent to know

that the league of American Writers organization was discen ed in ths latter

~ part of 1943, During the time it was in operation, however,}it was reported to
.. have been corplotely Commud st dominated., It is also of st to note that
urorthonubersorthe.“:cmmmsuuildnn ructors in the . .

League of lmﬂmn Wrltoars school !n Ecll}’wm-*, Californis, ‘

e

Sy J'

' Under questicning before the California Legislature Joint Fact Finde
| ing Comiitee, Jom Howard Lawson and Vare Connelly, both of whom are wembers
of the Screen Writers Guild, adnitted that they, together with Robert Rossem, :
aiso & member of the Screen Writers Ouild, were the real organizers of the 7 .
Commmints in the motion picture industry and mted that they had carried tha T
brmt of the early arzmiuucnal work. - T . _ v

1y When Alexander Trachtenberg, National Educational Director of the
Commnist Party, viaited Los Angeles in February, 19L3, he held conferences
with various Communist writers who were members of the Screen Writers Culld,
among whm lrore John Honrd Luacn, Robert Rosaen, Albert Maltg and Wzldo Salt,
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- Bulletin since at loast 1942, This publication is a tabloid sized paper con—
slsting of four to elght pages. It has raported the activitles of the Ouwild,
the committes, the elaction of officers and tha screen correspondence of ron-
bers of the Guild, It also reports mnch of the activities of ths Hollywood
Writers Lobiliration, particularly insofar as it concerns the activities of
the Jcreen Triters Cuild, It is pertinant to note the Screen Writers Ouild
renortadly wan vary Influentd nl in hp'hﬁnt- +o nmn'l ze tha Mollvwood Eritars

-y m ey = aEs S Nee VRS seE SS g in, AL Ry S wwws e A Fws w

llobilimion. - : : , ‘ e
- In June of 19!.;5 the Cuild began the publicaticn of the na.gazine y
mtitled "'rhe Screen ‘friter" This magazine is about the size of the "Readers

A . _ A% W_

Dipest® and 18 to be published monthly.

There ia set out below the names of the indlividuals whe are said
to comprise the officers and Editorial Committee of *The Screen Rritort:

Editor ' Dalton Trusbo
Managing ¥ditor Gordon Kahn P
Editorlial Committee Ring Lardner, Jr.

Robhert Andrews
Theodore Strauas
3 Earl Felton
Lamar Trottl
Arnold Manoff

BT - ~ Fraok Partos | .

. S IR : ¥ichasl Hogan

et - Of these, according to the confidential records of Elisabeth Bensonm,
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sscretary of organization and membership director of the Sorthwest Section of

Lhy Los Aageles County Commmunist Party, Dalton Truzbe, Gordon Kahn, Ring Lardoner,
Jr. ax Arnold lanoff were pembers of the Comwnnist Political-issociaticn as

——_—mm e AT oF W bbbk kW L D

. of July, 1945. Of the others, Lasar Trotti received a cnlt al award from
" the_ p;bnca.tion "New ¥asses® for his work in the motion plctfre "Rilson.®
Strauss has been discussed in ?The Screen Friter® a former film
reviewer for the "New York Times" before he Ddegan to write f§r the ecreen.
~©  Recenily he was observed by Burcau Agents at meetings in the home of Richard
{ Colline, a screen writer and known Communist. Frank Partos, a former secretary
& of the Screen Writers Guild, has also been an associatc of many Communiste
- - 1o the past. No immediate information was available concerning the Cmnniat .-
'~ tendencies of Earl Felton and lﬁchnel Bom. ~;_"~' . :

I

Xnown Ccumniats in the Soreen trit.ers 01;11:1

Documentary evidence in the possession or the 1os Angeles Orficc

WY s i Py £ memen el o ne e
refllacts that ',)p:‘“-.:.‘!..‘.%t“l}' 100 membors of the Screen ¥riters Guild were

weabers of the Commundst Political Assoclation in July of 1945. The docu-
wmentary evidence mentioned 1s coapriscd of reproductions obtained from the
. confidential records of Ellszabeth Benson, secretary of organization and e
- - megbership director of the Nortlwest Secticn of the Los Angeles County AR
Commnist Party. The membars of the Screen #riters Quild, who mers listed -
as members of the Cunmilt Political hsocht.ion as of July, 1945, are as =~

folloss:
GEORGE SKLAR ' ROBERT LEES -
ALLAK EORETZ ‘ HAROLD BUCHMAN
QUY ENDOR% MARGARFT EMGLANDER
KAURICE RAPF o RIIdA SOLOXOR
KICHOLAS VELA - RING LAEDXTR, JR.
SAll ORNTTZ . o - LOTIS SOLOWDE
, ' EDWARD FLISCO - = . JAY GORNEY
- EEKRY MYERS * PAUL JARRICO
"DALTON TRUNBO ‘ . LILLIAR BIRQUIST
BFRBTRET CLYCE LEXIS STAKLEY PALEY
HYRMAN BOXFR ISCETL LENEAST
ALBTRT NALTZ ' - IRGIN BRAUN
ADRTAN SCOTT : BEN BARZIAN
QORDOR KARK VAL RURTON
BOWAYD DIUSOALY  ° LEOPOLD ATLAS
BESS TAFFEL OSCAR SAUL P
"JANET STEVEESON PHILIP STEVEXSOR
BORMA BARZWAR LEOEARDO BIRCOVICI
- BYNAK S. KRAFT . PEGIY PBILIPS
LESTER COLE " RICHATD ¥EIL
PRENTISS ¥IRCHELL PANTLA WILCOX
WALDO SALT BOBERT LORING axc:mms
N CBAHLES MILHOLLAKD =~ - - ELLIOT G
- BERUAN WIENZR . ~  : ., . MILTON SMITH
~ AWNE GREE®N - . - - - BRN BBEGAL
ARFOLD MANOFP BUGO BUTLER _
“UICHAEL URIS HERBERT BIBERUAN
PAUL TRIVERS FRAKX TARLOFP PR
BAROLD J. SMITH _23_ o mtm‘ummw
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JOHN HOWARD LAWSON ARNE PROELICH
RICHARD COLLINS : © MAUSICE CLARK..
N _ ALVAR BESSIE - . GREOROE
.7 JEREY GOLLARD . o . MAC EEXO .
g aes . CRARLES LEOMARD . .. .. = _ LILLITH J. _—
o - " Ry . DAN JAMES :
: ROEERT MELTZIER CYRIL MIPAAS
i EDSARD CHODOROY FRANK DAVIS ~
H SIDHEY BUCHMAX TESS SLESSIHGER (Deceased)
*3 HEMRY BLANEFORT - o N RICHARD BRAKSTEN
- - PRJTH MoXENNEY .. = = NORTOR GRANT
. BAT SPEHCBER - . . - - .. .- .. - . VIOLA BROTHEKS ::uurus

MADELINE EOROUGH - R mmm‘ ROSSEN

The mocters of the Screen Writers CGulld 1listed below who are known
to have been meabers of the Communlst Party, have been on speclal leave from
the Party since 1942:

- EVEREIT WEIL, aka Zverett Wile BRI T
ASA EORDANES : :

JERONE CHODOROV i
. CARL PORTAN : - S
RORERT NELYZER
. MORTTUER OFFNFR

GORDON RIGEY

STANLEY RUBTY

SOL SHOR

ARTHUR STRARN |

LOU AUSTER . .
R . - IRVING WHITE R
G, .+ SOL BARZMAR -

-

dohn Bright, & member of the Screen ¥riters Guild and known to have ..~

besn & meaber of the Commmunist Party, transferred to the Hew York Branch of
the Commmnist Party in 1942.

Sgreen Writers Cuild Hembers Connected with ONI QVFRITAS FIIM PROGRAN

As of July, 1945, over fifty writers all members of the Screen Writers
Cuild, have bean working on seripts for pictures produced in connsction with
the 0%l Overaseas Pilm Prograam. The Writers dobllization has named an editorial
bourd which directs the activity of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisgation in con-

‘_ nection with the O Qvearsans Mim Program Amonsy the ot tnanial board mh“-

i B AW S R Sk g b W A b Wl

ars the following members of the Screeu ¥riters Guild:

N S JOHN HOWARD LAWSON i
T 7 - . STINEY BUCHMAN ‘ :
P _ _ . CHARLES BRACKETT !.
o ' ' " JOAR HOUSEMAN : B
ROBERT ROSSEN -
HOTARD ESTAEROOK
ECRARD KOCH . S




e

All of the above-mention:d writers have been dcscribcd as eithor
Communist Party members, sssociates of known uounnuu or ers of organiza~
tions allegodly controlled by known Comnim. ! -

& 1, acdition to thelr activities in the Hollywoid Fhiters Wobilization,
] Overseas rilm Program mesbers of the Screen #riters have also besn
active in the Hollywood Democratic Compittcos, & political orgsnlsation which
bas no official connectlion with the Democratic Part.y of California. John
Howard Lawson, a Comcmnist Party membar, was one of tho organizars of the

| . Hollywood Democratic Committee and information has beon obtained frox & tech—

' "‘-—w«-.-f“

nical surveillance maintained on Lawson that George Fepper, the Exacative

Sacretary of the Hollywood Democratic Comnittee, confars rit.h Lawvson in order -

_to obtain inatruction as to tho policles and activities of tha Coamittoe.

On June €, 19{5, this organization changed its name to the Hollywood Ihdependent
Citizens lett.e of thc Arts, Cclences and Professions, Among the membsars

of the “creen Ariters Guild elected to the Txecutive Courcll of the latt.er
mantioned arganigzatlion are the folloﬂ.ng:

SIDNEY BUCEUAN .
- MARC COBNELLY
x  HARRY KURMTTZ
JOHE BOWAED LANSON
JACK WSS
WILLIAM POMERANCE
- JO STPULING
- ORSOR EFLLZS
WORRIS CORN
HO¥ARD XOCE
EYUTT LAVFRY
MARY C. McCALL
. . AT PERAIN
. UANTON SPITZER
DALTOR TRUMEO

A1l of the gbovo=nazmcd mexbers of the Screen writers Guild have
elither been noavers of the Communiat Poldtdcal Associatlion or have beon con-
nected with organizations reportedly doainated by the Communist Party in the
past- .

SCREEN CARTOCHISTS GUILD ~

R . .c:i.:, cicoris,
an informant o e Los angeles Office, advised that Kaurice Foward has con-

tinusd as business representative for tha Screen Cartoonists Cuild. The
motlion picture trade magazine ®*Variety® in its fssue of June 22, 1945, carried
a naws itea to the effect that the following individuals had boen alect.ed o
“the offices 1 the Screen Cartoonist.s Guild:

Presidant 2 Icsﬂnar ’

Vice President 2xy Patin L
Troasurer Cornatt Yood m—
h Recording Secretary Charlotte Adams
Executive Secretary 60011_ Deard )
‘¥Warden -25 - Boger Daley O

B & TR A e T Ty
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Of the above, it shounld be noted that Charlotte Ldana and Cecil Besard
ware known to the Los Angeles Office as members of the Los ingeles County Com-
munist Political Assoclation as of Angust 14, 1945. The trustees of this
organization were said to be Bolus Jones, Paul Julian apd Jacy Balley. dJdack :
Bailey was kmown to the Los Angeles Office as a lanber of t.he omnist °olitim1

i cAsfiiifadicn as of lugnst Wi, 1945.

Ve
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... Informan

Information has also been received to the effect Far] Klein was
named editor of "The Animator,® which is the official magazine of the Screen

. Cartoonista OQuild. & copy of the July, 1945 issue of "The Animator® was ob-

tained and is being retained in the Los Angsles files. This issue of "Ths
Animator® contained articles which stressed the theme that screen cartoonist.s

"work for ®peanuts® and described the motion picture producers as belng ua-
- scrupulous, profit-mad individuals. This issue also carried favorzble cozments
"concerning the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, & Comminist controlled

orgtnisatiou.

Tre Conference of Studio Unions

This block of studio unions played the major role in the motion .
en up separately elsswhere in this section. Confidential
dvised that the strike by the Conference of Studic

" Unions was mot a legitimate labor dispute but rather a strike by a group of

/L-/-.

-

/ .

Communist dominated locals using the question of jurisdiction over a small

group of set dressers as an excuse. The dispute was between the Conference

of Studic Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employess =~
AFL. The informant advised ‘that the present dispute was the third attempt in
eight years by the Communist element to capture or disrupt the IATSE, which has
always opposed Communist infiltration of its ranks. The Cammuniat 1ssue was
ralsed in the strike and the dispute largely revolved about ihat question /
rather than around the usual issuves of wages, hours or woridng conditions.

Confidential Informan tated that although the strike was
generally believed to be the re of Communist activity throughout groups .
belonging to the Conference of Studio Unions, newspapers reaching the general
public smothered this angle of the controversy. ZThe informant attributed
this fact to the desire of the moving picture industry to keep the public from
knowing that there was any basls for the thnreatened investigation by the
*Zankin Comeittee® of the Comupnist influence in Hollywood. Publications of
the JATSE, however, stressed this feature of the labor dispute but distribution
of such puhlications reachsd relatively few pecple. P

The informant stated that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference
of Studio Unions and leader of the strike, who the informant described as a
known Comemunist, called for and received the support of the Communist Party
locally and to some extent throughout the United States. Sorrell reportedly
had contact with the Hational Comnittee of the Communist Party in Kew York

" $hrough Louis Veinstock, Mational Committeeman, and was sed support by
- she.arrangement for plicket lines in front or_ theaters. S

';m“b"""
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" STRIKE IN MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY {
© | MARCH 12 70 OCTOBER 29, 1945

-;.“‘ Nanleoronnd i
 Dackground | ) o
+ The motion picture industry strike, which started on March 12, 195,

‘% was precipitated as the result of a jurisdictional dispuie as to whether 77 .
' set designers were to be represented by Local Union 1421, Screen Set Designers,
. an affiliate of the Conference of Studio Urnions, or Local Union 44, an affiliate
" of the International Alliance of Thesairical Stage Employees - AFL. The strike
.. was settled on October 29, 1945. Herbert K, Sorrell, a former Commnist, is -
president of the Conference of Studio Unions and was recognited as the lesader
of the strike. Richard i, Walsh is president of the International Alliance of

Theatrical Stage Employeez = AFL, the union which opposed Sorrell's Conference
of Studio Unions in this labor diSputa.

This strike was not called in m'atﬁonpt to gain an increase in °
wages or better working conditions for the union members but was purely political -
in charecter, It was, in fact, an sttempt on the part of the Conference of @ =
Studio Unions to break the Internaticpal Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employus
G;-oup of AFL Unions, which has always opposed Commnist infiltration and domim-
tion,

Lack of Commnist Activity in Strike Prior to July 28, 1945

%o Commintst zctivity favoring this strike was noted from its in-

T omamands d men AWaeal I NI E S FeTew AD e TN et b dw ol Al o PV vemison ok
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Party line was cne of collaboration, which was adopted at the time Russia was
vaded by Germany in June of 1941, 1In view of this fact, the Commnist Party
did not sapport this strike since the Party line clearly advocated no strikes
which would interfers with the prosecution of the war inasmich as Russia was
in need of all possible aid from the United States,

On July 28, 1945, the Communist Political Assocliation reverted to °
the tenets of the Commnist Party of the United States and at that time,

W4llsam 2. Foster, th: new Unfinnn1 f‘h-‘l—mn of the Commnis4 Powte snnopnsad

Tl g wvio duew WAL b o LN e dlliia W LWL VY ) SiLiVkileThe

the Party wnld return to the ¥arxist-Leninist line of revolutiopary action,
Since this strike lasted froz March 12 to October 29, 1945, a period which
bridged the change in furthering this strike after July 28, 1945, is plainly
apa rent, _

Commnist Participation in the Strike after July 28, 1945

T ' Immedistely after the change in the Party line, Lps Comunist jress
bez to _ppg_rt. tha strike and the Commnist front ora-aniutiom cams ocut . -

' in support of the strikers. 7The Commmunist Party miits various branches:
ocalities affected by the strike began to lssue lea¥lets calling on all

] .‘]"
‘
!

254,
8'-4
-

workers to man the picket lines. It was plainly visible af that time that
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- §NiNe. - On October S, 1945, mass 'picketing began and théusdads of persons,’

ninety per cent of whom kad no comnection with the film try, appeared on
the picket lines at Warner Brothers Studios in Burbank, C ernia. The
strikers concentrated on this particular studio although the same tactics were

. used on ot.hers, particularly Paramount, Ccilumbia and RKO.

- AB n result of what a.ncnmted to mb action, dnrinz the first 'eek -

*_ of Qctober, 1945, several hundred persons who had gathered at the Warner Brothara B .
. Studio gates wers injured.  The violence reached such a pitch that the com— CTe

munity around Warner Brothers Studios was closed to both traffic and the publie.
Doring the period from October 5 to October 28, 1945, violence and mob action

_—  mmem e m e o e . | U T 3 b e M e e e o A ‘._JLL‘._LJL‘_‘ Prpgeragrags I TS S | T [ R
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~or loath to carry out their duty of restoring order by enforcing &n injune—

tion which had been issued by tha Los ingeles State Superior Court against
nodb action on the picket lines. . it one tiu, ma a.rrastu were made but thin L

e i o TE - ST

:eemod only t.o mwmo the violenco. o . . _ o =

!"ho violenco -h:leh oecurred 1n con.neetion 'it.h this ltriko was 20
flagrant and law enforcement so inefficient that an Interim Committee on Law
Fnforcement of the State Assembly of California began an investigation of the
law enforcement authorities for fallure to enforce the law. Judging from ths
attitude and statements made by members of this Interim Committee, they appeared
to be amagzed at the influence of the Communists on the public officials of
Los Angeles City and County and the State of California, who now appear to

"

- have been very susceptible t.o tho polit.ical prossure the Communlat appa.rat.us

- exerted at that time. .

EAR [
“ I

This strike was settled on Oct.ober 29, 1945, when an agramnt. was

. reached between Eric Johnston, film ¢zar, and high AFL Union officlals in a

conference a2t Circinnati,. Ohlo. Temadiztelyv after this nn++1 mnnf 4+ waa
o bl Ve Sl W J e W VY
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reported the strike had been called off under & makeshift set.t.lenent and that
the Comunists were preparing to reopen the fight in the near future. However,
as of January 4, 1946, therc was no indication that an imnediste resumption

of this strike would take place in the motion picture industry.

The leading Communist front organizations which took an active part
in this sirike are as follows:

Hollywood Independent Citisens Committee of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions
International ¥orkers Ordsr

Hollywood Woman's Council -
Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions

. .. _ . ERatioral Lawyers Guild 3
e , L Southland Jewish Comittee i
> p—— Beverly-weasiwood Damocratic Commi ta ;
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: . . Party - . .
e, . Soresn Writers Ouild o .
e 0 "CI0 Ipdustrial Union Council of los Angejes

Since this strike was of extreme importance to the Communist progrim
for greater infiliration and domination of the motdon plcture labor unions
.. and the resultant influence on the motion ploture industry as & whole, the

: Communist Party in Los Angeles exerted all of its MW
* win this strike, . . . L

" IEVELOPMEETS AS RESULE OF STRIKE
(January 1, 1946 through March 31, 1946)

_ a oconfidential informant of tha Los Angeles
Office, sdvised that when this strike cams to & formal end through the

_efforts of Eric Johnston, both the Gonference of Studio Unicns (csy), wideh . °

is doninated by the Communist Party and whose spokesman is Herbert K. Sorrell, -
and the Interpational Alliance of Theatrical 3tage RBmployees (IATSE), which -
1s regressnted in Hollywood by Roy M. Brewer, sgresd to abide by ths findings . °
of a board of arbitration which had been appointed by the Executive Councll

of ths Ameriocan Fedsration of labar. ZThis arbitration board consisted of

three mén who hid no interest in ths motion pleturs indusiry and who wers
responsibls heads of the AF of L labor Union Internationals. These men made

a report of their findings about January 6, 1946, and when their decision

was announced, the IATSE acoepted the board's decision but the CSU unions
refused to do 80,  The CSU members staged sitdown strikes and in many other

ways interferred with the production of plectures as a result of the board!s

decision which waa conaidered unfavorable to the CSU unions.

buring the latter part of Februa ¥, 1946, Herbert X. Sorrell,

mlP A SAATT mderdnad dha romaduanwe dhad ha wart1d 4asT1T amadbhow odwdica
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unleszs all of his demands were met. It should be noted that the CSU has

since the termination of the strike on March 12, 1945, demanded wage ralses

and an adjustment of hours in addition to the issues previously involved

which was an attempt on the part of the CSU to break the IATSE which has

always op d Communist infiltration and domination. (According to confidential
informan ths real purpose of the CSU is two-foldy first,” the union
desires to Kesp the genersl labor situation agitated in line with the present

Cammunis { Party program of creating confusicn in the United States and second,
to maintain intact the leadarship of Herbert I. Sorrell),. ™
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further informed that Sorrell has been expased by the IATSE

. i 8% & member oI theCommunist Party and added that Sorrell's {'ncord ot
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.. served the sixtesnday jail sentences . . . | R 3

- Despite this allegation of Commnist affili
" producers of motion pletures, sccording to
- will deal with Sorrell as the representative of the CSU.

Commnist activity over a period of eight years has been n«:‘ pablic along
with the genml aims of the comnist Pu'ty in the Holl mtion pleturs

: In Jamary of 1946, Sorrell was convieted in the SLpu-ior Court of
los Angeles County of ineiting to riot and defying an injunction against mass -

. plcleting and was sentenced to serve sixteesn days in jail, He was to begin

serving his sentence on January 19, 1946, but as of Pebruary 15, 1946, there

. had been no attempt on the part of local avthorities to enforce the sentence,

In addition to the jail sentence, Sorrell was fined $1,700, It 1s not known"

- whether this fine has been paid, It was stated that one of the reasons.

Sorroll had not been ordered to serve the sentence inposed upon him was the .
faot that the Ctnmn'lqi'q, moskad 83 Wprogressives® and Pliherals.® have a
tremendous influence on the courts and X w enforcement agencies in Southern
California, The most recent information received with regard to this

situation was to the effect that after sous dalay, Sorrell had actually

&
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' The CQntral-FAbor Council of Los Angem, an'AF of L body, is . &
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presently prepering tq expsl Sorrell as & delegate to that Council becauss .~ .
of his reparted Commnmist Party membership and his secret maneuverings with the
CI0. It is thought that Sorrell would liks to see the CIO take Jurisdietion -
over all of the Hollywood studio unions, A complste report which contains photo-
static proof of Sorrell!s comnections with the Communist Movement has been
filed with the Los Angeles Central labor Council, All of this proof is
reportedly sabstantiated by te.sti.mmr of ncognized handurit:lng experts.
ion on the part of Sorreel, the
have announced that they

sdded that-._
53 1t is due to

this setion of the producers is difficult to understand

" the influence of certain individuals in the top executive branches who are

known to be sympathetic to the Commnist cause or at least to be affilinted
with Comanist front organizations. The leader of this faction is ¥alter
Wanger, one of the major producers in the moving picture industry and an
invetarate 'Comnnist-fmntar. The following individvals within the Commnist-

influenced labor unions in nu.l.;‘ywwu are most active as leaders in support

of Sorrell and the Communist gim of controlling all studio labor accord.n.ng
to Wolf:

John Howard stson, Scmon lriters Guﬂ.d *

Emmett lavery, Screen Writers Guild ‘

John Cromwell, Screean Directors Guild n . .
Frank Tuttle, Screen Directors (mild *® '
Norval Crutcher, local 683, Laboratory Tachnicianp, TATSE "

Aaai ‘ﬂhn-11 L. YgKnight, Lacal Am Laboratory Tachnisiang “IATSE

o T Sl m’
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© . Sereen Writers Quild, Ine.:
. (Feriod January I, Iézs :

- .rm hhmantia,

Lakm I!n-t-hn- Local 581 nbmtm !‘echnicun.l IATSE

- wama it

g . Jagocd stm, Studlo luchiniats, Local 1185

e ﬁi‘ Charles Barker, Studlo Machinists, Looal 1185

" Roy Tindall, Intermational Brotherhood of Elsctri
Workers, (IBEW) Local 40
Eelmer Bergman, International Brotherhood of Electr
Workers, (IBEW) Local 40 #
.. Willism Pomerance, Business Manager, Screen Writers Guild #*
. __“. Maurice Howard, Businass Representative Scrnn Cu-t.oonilts . o
Ed Muasa, Set Decorators, Local 1421 - o o ST
"7 Frank Drdlik, Set Decorators, Local 1421 R SRR
. Carl Head, Studio Puinters, Local 644 . ‘ S Lo
Ted BEllsworth, Studio Costumers, loocal 505, IATSE
Glenn Prett, Screen Office Faployees (uild
Lillian Burwitz, Screen Office Employees Guild
Dave Hilberman, Scresn Office Employeses Guild #
Mike Jeffers, Screen Flayers Unlon, Independent Union of Ext.ras
Janes Skelton, Studio Carpenters, Looal 946 _
Oecrge Bradley, Building Service Employees, local 99 "%
Jack uumu, Folice officers and Guards, Local 278  #

The above-named individuals are the leaders of the Commnist _
faction within the Hollywood studic crafts apd unions., They are the spokes- .
pan alonmg with Sorrell for the program of the Communist Farty. The individuals
after whose names an &sterisk appears have heretofore been reported as
known Communist Party members by sources considered to be reliable by the

. Los Lngoleu Of fige.

; —

through March 32, 1946)

Acoording to the January, 1946 issue of "The Sereen Writer," which
is the official publication of the Screen ¥Writers Guild, there are at present
1,317 members of the S¥(}, 972 of whon are classified as active members and
345 who are described as associate members. An assoclate menber is a writer
who has been elevated to & directorship or a producership position in the

. motlon picture industry. However, of the 972 actlive members of the 3%G, only

360 are presently employed in the eight major studios in the motion picture
industry. According to this issue of “The Screen Writer," Matro-Goldwyn-
Mayer eaployees 116 screen writers, RXKO Studios 27, 20th Century-Fox Studios
44, Columbia 36, Paramount 50, Republic 20, Universal 32 and Xarner Brothers

e
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In November of 1945, the SWQ held its anmual election at which time
the following writers were #lected to exacutive positicns: {n

SaPresident .
rat Vice President

Second Vice FPresident
Third Vice Fresldsnt
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Board:
. Pailip Dunne
Mary McCall -
" 8heridan Qibney
Rlechard Collins

Dahawk DAasean
RAVWGIw NVE DUl

Alternates to Executive Board:
Prank Fartos

Allan Sceott .
Hugh Herbert :

Foxet lavery - ‘ '
Lester Cole

Hemtwd Codalhmanles |
AVESLWU Lo Waul'v ~

Oliver Garret
Maurice Rapf
Barold Buchman

Gordon Kabn
Marguerite Roberts
Howard Xoch :
Adele Buffington

John Wexlsy
Bud Schulberg
Eenry Meyera .

~ All of the above-named individuals with the exception of Adels Buffing-
‘ton, Philip Dunne and Bugh Herbert are alleged Ccmxmnists or have been identified
as having participated in mmercus Communist front activities. The Executifre

Sanratary and Businass LAcant of the TN, E{1l1iam Pomarance. was rarantlv ro-
Secretary angd guslibness Agent ol Tne oG, willlem fom WAE recenily e

et dd A ]

appointed., Pomersnce, according to_ is a Communigt.

. ” a member of the SWG who has requested that his mame
be kept in » . confidence, advised that for sane time there hes bean a
discussicn within the Guild regarding the passing of a resolution or an

- amendment to their oonatitution which wo
poritical assesaments. According ¢

ayold a recumrrence of the difficulty
Radioc Artists was confronted when ¢

—~

which had been acocessed to him for political purposes,

allow the Quild to make

the resson for this was to
ch the Aperican Federation of i

i

B, Tatii{l1la rafucad +4 rav Ara AATTow
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According to articles which appeared in the loecal Los Angeles news-
papers on July 17, 1945, the questicn of political assessments was brought

up at & meeting of the SWG but was defeated.

¥hen this information later

Sppeared 1n the "Hollywood Reporter," Emmet lavery, President of the SWG, -
wrote 8 mimecgra;hsd letter to each member of the (uild in which he advised
that the "Hollywood Reporter™ had libeled him and denisd that there had ever

.been any attempt to force a political asse

agmeant unnan tha Mui14Ate manhanas
sgment upon tha

kil P VELLICL D

1945, the mambership took a strong stand by forming & camittes to Join with
other guilds and unions in & strong affirmation of *community unity in the

-

T e

LT

3 ! However, lavery did state that at a regular meeting of the SW3 on July 17,

, i face of Qerald L. X. Smith's destructive and disruptive ta.ati].s.' The
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whatever steps sesmed appropriate to them in doranding both‘the Guild and

e e ol AN M2 -1-.-‘:-0-5‘:\—4 e‘d‘ +ha Twa “t Ban Aha

‘{ .' Mﬁon plcture industry against the "continued attacks ﬁy Congressman

. Ofrice, .M

and State Senator Jack B, Tenney, Chairmen of the California State
Un-imerican Activities Committee.,® It was made quite clear at this meetlng that
the SWG planned to take a definite stand against "vicious red-baiters.”

" According to information obtained from & technical survelllance which is

maintained on John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, a Commnist, will be a member
of the sforementioned committos. Lester Cole was also appointed as head
of a comnitiee set up by tha SRG to prepare & ro-ennlomnt. plan for writera

who are returning fron tha Brmed servi.coe. SRR _ RN

' On 1='eb:."uaa.x-y 13, 1966, the "Daily Ke's" ca.rried & news story vhich
quoted Loster Gole as saying that the producers have not been cooperative
and that his ¢ommittes miust ":-a‘i';i‘z additionmal steps io ordsr o sscurs the

re-employment of veterans,

a confidential -informant of the los Angelu'
n is an attempt on the part’'of ths Comrunist -
element within the SWG to foree sroducers to re-enploy Camnists uho ,
now retum.i.ng rmn tha lmd fomes. ' R

: On March 12, 1945, Berbert K, Sorrell called a strike in the
motion n‘ln‘hivn {nrh)r.-.i'-r-\r hasauzse of 2 'hn-'!sdinti onal diemte between his’

W = -

Ccmferance of Studioc Unions and the Internat.ional Alliance of Theatrical -

.. Stage Employses Union. Sorrell called this strike without having consulted
with Commnist leaders and within a few days after it began, the Communists

issued an offlicial statement in which they informed that thay would not.
take part in the strike inasmach as it was adverse to their no-strike p.l.euga.

~" "It i interesting to note that the S®C also 1ssued a statement to the

effect that there was no justification for the strike, However, rollor.lng

the publication of the Jacques Duclos! article and the subsequent revision

of Commnist Party poliey on July 27, 1945, the Commnists in Hollywood ’
issued another official statement of policy im which they advised they would
on August G, 1945, the S} issued & request which amounted to a demand that
the producers negotiate with the CSU in a demand to the War Labor Kelatlons -
Board that the strike be endtd at once, William Pomerance, Ixecutive '

Suy;cum; uf t!‘s T -z‘.’.'. an alleg"’. F‘m"’ S%Bt a '1...‘6 to F—. v'. mﬂ, Fpq-i-plei )

of the lotion Picture Producers Assoclation, in which he stated that the-

" producers® position had created sericus obstacles to the pesceful settle~

ment of the dispute and called upon them to settle and tims removed the

' - . : P
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suspiclon that the prodncm were endsavoring to e::ploit. the, situation t.o their
advantage.

. ?‘ In the August 21, 1945 1ssua of 'Variety" the 'ra.Lters Union
IR )

e h

{

rongly criticized the SWO for having entered into & dispu$é in which it

was in no way concernad. The Teamatars Union called on the SWQ to answer

the question of why it had abandoned its neutral position, ' Ths teamsters
added that the blunt fact was that the Hollywood studio strike was not =

.~ . strike over wages or hours tut a Jurisidctional dispute in which hoth the
the SWG had reversed their original positions, :
informed that this action on the part of the SWi clear

. represents the Comnnist domination and infiltration of that organiution.

During this period the SWG ha's contimed to pablish “The Screen
Uriter.® many articles of which are contributed by members of the Commnist
Party. In the October, 1945 lssue of this p.lblica.tion, there.are five lead
articles, four of which were written by members of the Commnist Party, and
the fifth was authorized by a Chinese cameraman, Jates ¥ong Howe, who lives :
with a Cauncasian Commnist, Sonore Babb, The editor, the managing editor and .
Ring Lardner, Jr., who is on ths editorisl committee, are members of the -
Comminist Party and "The Screen Writer™ itself is designed by John Hubley,
a Commniat, according to information obtained from the records of Elizabeth
Benson, Section Organiser and Membership Director of the Northwest Section
of the los Angeles Commnist Party. -

F

Conference of Studio Unions
(Period Jamuary 1, 1945,
through MHareh 31, 1946)

: " The atrike in the motion picture studios which was called by the
Conference of Studle Unions on ¥arch 12, 1945, and which ended on October 29,
1945, has been settled temporarily by a three-man arbitration commities
during the period Jarmuary 1 through Narch 31, 1946, This arbitration comittee
was appointed by the Executive Council of the AF of L. T7The striking employees
returned to their jobs but the same basic differences between the Conference
of Studio Unions and the International Alllance of Theatrical Stage Employees
are atill in exist he decision made by the arbitration committee,
According to M a confidential informant of the Los Angeles
Office, it 1s only 8 matier of time until the fight between the Conference of

Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
will flare up again, ‘

Herbert X, Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Unions and
a former Commnist, was a member of the Commnist Party in 1937 under the name

o Herd Stewart. In 1937 he carried Commniat Party JMesbership Book No. 60622,
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DEVELORMERTS IN THE CONFERENCE OF STUDIO mom(
APRIL 1, TO JULY 1, 1946

_ R
During the month of May, ths labor .itna..icn within the Hollywood
studio unions was comparatively quiet, most probab e to the fact that

... Herbert K. Sorrell was on trial before the los A.ngelea Central Council on

the charge of being a Communist. However, on May 29, 1946, the AF of L Cen-
tral Labsr Council directed its affiliated members not to handle material :
worked on by the members of the nonaffiliated International Association of

. Yachinists, The International Assoclation of MNachinists withdrew from the :
AF of L some ten months ago, as you will recall, 28 a result of & Jurisdict:!oml
dispute with the AF of L Carpenters.

The Conference of Studio Unions s lead by Herbert K.‘Sorrell and
heavily infiltrated by Commnists, has been .placed in a very pecullsr position
as 8 result of this dispute, The Conference of Studio Unions is compesed of

" eleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AP of I and the othcr
rit.h the Int.ernntiona.l Laaoeiat.:lon of Machinists, .

A spokesmn for tho Internat{onal Association of Wachinists mted
that 1.1’ members of his union are discharged as a result of the AF of L ultd.m-
tum, the eizht major Hollywood studios will be picketed. Leaders of the AF of.
L have ordered the motion picture industry to ignore the picket line of the
International Assoclation of ¥achinists, The Conference of Studio Unions,
however, has anncunced that its 8,000 mexbers will support the Intermational

- Associsation of Machinisia? picket 1ine, and 1t appeared at that time as if
- the major Hollywood studioo would again be faced with & major jurisCic c¢tional
. ltrike.

© - The International Assceiation of Wachinists local, as you recall, -
;g con atalv dominated by Commnists who have mrsuaded comu..ist leaders
in the Confersnce of Stodio Unions to back them against the AF of L, .

The *Daily People's World®, & West Coast Comminist pudblicaticn, on
Ju.ne 22, 192.6, carried an article under tha caption, "Producers Strike, ® which
stated that it was really the producers who wers calli‘ﬁg ths striks in the mo-
tion picture industry and which described it as, "a Producers maneuver, the
same kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts.® How-
ever, information developed reflects that the producers are merely the victi.m

of a Jurisdictioml dispute between the two rival unions,

The commist °arty has issued a mmber or leafls ts addreasad to all
_.studio workers calling upon thex to unite in order that they xay secure higher
T wages, and additional information reflects that the Commnists will fully backA

-any strike which is called in the motion ploture ‘--“"‘-‘-'tr?i
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Daring the month of May, the labor situation within the Hollywood
studio unions was camparatively quiet, most probably due to the fact that
. Berbert E. Scrrell was on trial befcre the Ios Angeles Central Council on
‘.. the charge of being a Communist, However, on Nay 29, 1946, the AF of L Cen-
* tral Labor Council directed its affiliated members not to handle material

el mem Taw Aha mambhawme Al bAha wmAam PPNl adod Trbdomwmabd anal Ltassalfadd am aAF o
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-~ Machinists. ' The International Association of Machinists withdrew from the
«.° AF of L some ten months ago, as you will rccall, 33 a result of a Jurisdictional
- dispute with the AF of L Carpenters,

The Conference of Studio Unions, lead by Herbert K. Sorrell and
heavily infiltrated by Compunists has been placed in a very peculiar position
as a result of this dispute. The Conference of Studio Unions is composed of

" sleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AF of L and the other

with +h. Tn-h-wru{‘{nh-‘\ l--nnﬂlntinn nf 'Il’-f-h'ln‘l-tl_
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~ A spokesman for tho Internaticiml mm:iation of Machinists atated

that if members of his union are discharged as a resuit of the AF of L ultims-
tum, the eight major Hollywood studios will be plcketed, Leaders of the AF of ..
L have ardered the motion picture industry to ignor the picket line of the
International Association of Machinists. The Conference of Studio Unions,
however, has announced that its 8,000 members will suppert the Iotermatiocnal
Association of Machinists!' picket line, and it appeared at that time as if

. the major Hollywood studics ggnld azain bn fnggcl with a major juriasdictional

.u‘m.

' ' !‘he Internationmal usocintinn' of Machinists local, as you recall, :
is completely dominated by Communists who have pursuaded Communist luder- -
in ths Conference of Studic Unions to back them against the AF of L.

The "Daily People's World®, a est Coast Communist publication, on
June 22, 1946, carried an article under the caption, "Producers Strike,* which
stated that it was really the -producers who were calling the strike in the mo-
tion picture industry and which described it as, "a Producers maneuver, the
same kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts.” Howe
ever, information developed reflects that the prodiucers are mersly ths victizs
of a jurlsdictional dispute between the two rival unions.

The Communist Party has issued a number of leaflets addressed to all
studio workers calling upon them to unite in order that they may secure higher
wages, and additional information reflects that the comnnists 1111 fully back

' lny strike ‘Ihich is called in the notion p:l.ctnra industiry, | ..
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Producers in Hollywood were allowing both rival wnighs to work,

' _meanwhile £iling their petitions with the National Labor ons Board =
T g & proper bargalning agmt. :This petition to the onal labor -
S .
8 Doard outlines the claim of the four unions which age now involved
in tha dimmt.a namely, the Intermational Association of Machinists, the new

ST =T LLRULILSS SRV

charter AP of I, Machinists, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters end
- the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Each of these
uniom cll.ina the r:l.ght to rnpraaont uchinists in the studios.

= ® — W -‘l..‘_.!__._

DO un duJ.y i, .x.w.o, Herbert A.. bor'n.u called & sirike, claiming -

9 t.ho producnrn failed to recognize his wags demsnds. This sirike seriocusly
“affected the ten major wmotion picture studios. Borrell ecoupled recog;itian
of a non AF of L Machinists union with his wage demands. Although producers
state that they have agreed to meet wage demands, they do not recognize the
non AP of L Machinists Union and have called upon the National Labor Rels-
tions Board to settle the Jurisdicticnal issue.

Additional information developed from confidential paid inforwant

_m§n’! 4-\»-5‘ * r.‘ ism 15 a jm=dicum.1 dispute b‘.t!ea

x4
the Conference of Studio Unicns and the Internaticnal Alliances of Theatrical
'Stage Employees. Roy Brewer, international representative of the IATSE, '
stated to the press on the moming of July 1, that his members would eross the
plcket lines. According to & release in the "Daily Worker", carrylng the
date line of July 2, 1946, and bearing the caption "The AF of L Unionists
Engage in Hloody Clashes at Two Movie Studios Today,® it was indicated that
_many were bruised, two required hospitalization and two were arrested as
" the production was generally slowed down. Following this uprising, peace

fsalers wemt gut from the strikers, This peace hid coame from tha Conferenca

L, AT EANAN WULLY WWMW sl W Ve mv e

of Studio Unions, which proposed an interim wage contract with producers and
‘a Truce of thirty to sixty dsys. The IATSE announced a willingness to join
this peace movement, and the article continued, the producers had scheduled
' a meeting to be held later on July 2, 1946.

¢
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. TEVELOPUENTS IN COXFERENCE OF STUDIO UNIQMS

¥ i, | (duly 23, 1946 to November 14, 1946)

' At;cording w* Confidential Informnt of the
Los Angeles Field Divislon, the Conference of Studio Unions, which he classified
as & dlock of Coomnist-dominated unions, during August of this ysar again opened

. the jurisdictional disit.o with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stege

Employees (IATSE). stated that because of this dispute there may be
ancther strike called in the motion picture industry. He stated that the

_ block of unions has now refused to accept the decision of the arbitrators of

the dispute and that they are now demanding that the work allocated to the IATSE - "
be given to the Studio Carpenters local 946, which is one of the Unions affiliated
with the Conference of Studio Unions,

This source states that in all this union act.ivity there is no quesl.ion
of wages or conditions involved as the motion picture producers are now in the .

- process of negotiating with &ll unions, and contracts will be entored into,

Any striks in the studio will be d repetition of the previcus strikes lad by . -
Sorrell, which, according to this source, ware an attempt to gain control or ecrt.ain
known 00mniat union 1ocals now er the Jurisdietion of the IATSE. e

*the Los Angeles Fh:a.mine!r' on July 31, 1946, under the head *Film
Merger Confirmed® announced that the 0ld Universal Studio and International
Pictures, Inc., plus Arthur Rank, Ltd,, of London, had amalgamated into one of
the most exciting mergers that has happened in Hollywood in many years and the
_bigpest since Twentleth Century Fox took over the old Fox Compan;" It is
-stated that the name of the new orga.n:.zauon will be Universal - Interpational
Production coupany-

further stated t.hat. William Goetz will be President of t.he
new organization; Leo Spitz will be the Chairman of the Board; Nate Blumberg
will remain Chairmen of the Board of Universal and J. Cheever Cowdin is also to
be assoclated with Universal, Cliff Work is tc remain as an executive and
Walter Wanger will release his products through this company.

*Variety® for August 15, 1946, under & Rew York date line stated, -
*The first meeting in America of the Confederetlon Internaticnale des Societea
de 'Auteurs et Compositeurs will be held in Washington in October, There ars
forty-one member nations, ASCAP will plcy host to the Second Federation,
The Confederation is divided into four fecderations: Dramatic Rights, Reforming
Rights, Mechanizal Rights and Book Rights, ASCAP's Ceneral Kanager, John Ge
. Paing, 1s President of the fecond Federation,®
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10 Unions once aga d a strike in

o ] u"epgmger E ﬂ !Ioilymod ¥otion Pictxre_IMustry. These sources stated that
: " this strike is merely a contimation of a previous strike called in 1945 which

7 lasted for eight months, They state that the present strike 1s again prely |
a matter of jurisdiction between the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees, and the Conferenge of Studio Ugion, which is dorinated by Commnist
influence, the leader of the iatfer group being Herbert K. Sorrell;who has long
been affiliated with Commnist activities in the motion picture industry.

These sources state the primary purpose of this strike is to try and
get control of all studio workers for Communist porposes., 43 a means of
clarification, the eleven unions which now compose the Conference ol Studio

Unicns, ten of which are asso
are being sat out below:

Local
Screen Sel Designers
Local 1421
Screoen Publicists Guild
Local 1489
§ Screen Story Analyst Ouild
" local 1488

Screen Cartoonists Cuild
Local 852 .

Moving Picture Painters and
Scenic Artists, Local 644

Spacial Officers and :

Local 193

juards

Building Service Employees
local 278 ~

')

-y - e

- International Unio

clated with the American Federation of Labor,

Parent Organization

Brotherhood of Painters, Jecorators,
and Paperhangers of America -

Brotherhood of Painters, Lecorators,
and Paperhangers of America

Rrnthawhnad af Paintars Iesorators,

Al & WA & Al WP Nk

and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators:
and Paperhangers of America

Brotherhood of Painters, Decoratofs,
ard Paperhangers of America

Bullding Service Employees

Balld ™rig ),
~ ! o
n

- Building Service Ecployses

International Union
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o Carpenters '
locel 9
Studio Electrical Workers International Brotherhood of
Local 40 ‘ _ Electrical lorkers '

. Studio Sheet Netal torkera S Studio Metal ‘l’orkers International

Local 108 S R Union
St.udio !!achinists “ ' | Internationa.l usociat.ion of
Local Cinama Lodge 1185 : ¥achinists

As ha.a been previonsly indicated, the Ccnference of Studio Unions
is headed by Herbert X. Sorrell, This Conference is an independent organization ‘

which was formed several years ago, reportedly by Communists on the theory..

that 4if several unions would band together, their bargaining position wonld bo : f
greatly enhanced. The only union which isnmot affiliated with the AFL within .~
this Conference is local 1185 of the Studio Machinists, At first the Inter-
national Association of Machinists spokesmen stated that if members of local

1185 were discharged from their positions because of the ultimatum issued by
the AFL Central Labor Council, that their members would picket these studios,
However, &s yet, according to the above~menticned sources, no mezbers of the
International Association of Kachinists have been discharged and the groducers
have employed additional machinists who are Lffiliated with the AFL in order to

- avoid t.his Jnrisdiot.ioml disputs, -
R " DEVELORMENTS IN THE INTERNATIONAL u.uwcg oF rmmIcAL

. STAGE EVWPLOYERS. (July 23, 1946 through November 8, 1946)

| '“s Angeles paid confidentisl informant, related
that the struggle for control of all studio unions revolves around the National

Convention of the Intermationsl Alliance of Theatrlcal Stage Laiployees held the
week of July 22, 1946 in Chicago, Illinois, He atates that the Commnists in
the studio unions operating through the Conference of Studio Unions attempted to
defeat the incumbent President, Richard ¥, Walsh, who has been consistently
anti-Commnist in union affairs, He stated that the Communists failed to

el ct their candidate William T, Bennett, of Washington, D. C., who had made a
bargain with the Conference of Studio Unions and Herbert K. Sorrell, the

" Commnist lesder of that group,

The highlight of this convention, accord to wzs the Commnist
Assue which fook precedence over all other issues. states that Walsh was
elected practically on this issue alone, He stated that zemto: dack B, Temney

-39 - —
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- troublod the mhnce dnri.ng t.hs last ycm. :

to Chicago and addressed the Convention on the Co t issue and
ced that body for the most part that all the troublesjin the immediate
st within the Hollywood Unicns were the result of the att 8 by the
Commnist Party to capture those unions, According to this sonrce, the
Convention voted powers to Walsh to clean up the Hollywood situation, No
lct:lon bas been reported, as yst, in this direction, hauvar.

" The Hollywood Reporter for J’uly 29, » 1946, under the héading "Walsh

" handed Powers, End A1l Jurisdictional Disputes® stated in part that Walsh was

reslected to his third term as president of the IATSE, and announced

a determination to settle for al time the jurisdictional disputes in Holly-
wood and to rid the Alliance of destructive elements thet stand in the way

of the union, He was given dictatorial powers to achieve this end, The 38th
blemnial convention at the Stevens Hotel reelected him by a vote of 649 to 426
and granted all effective powers to setile jurisdictional lat.tars that hmn

-

“;w

lalsh doteat.od Imm Bnn.nott. in his second try for the pl-eaidoncr.f
The enthmsiastic endorsement given Walsh by William Green, by Erie Johnson, by
Brigadier General Joseph Kemnan and others, and also a mmber of resolutiors

approving his actions during the Hollywood strike, helped Zalsh contimue in his
Jjob,

The article stated that in granting Welsh full powers, the Convention

_authorized him to "act as he chooses™ in the Hollywood studio situation and "to
"add, amend or alter any portion of the constitution and by-laws of the Alliance

e ]

he dem necessary .

: It stated, *The delegatea acted on a supplementary repart from ¥Walsh
in which he pleaded for this power and in which he explained that he needed -
this ‘supreme authority® for the purpose of ‘not asking bui telling® the locals
what to do,®

It quoted Walsh as stating, "I know this 1s a drastic move, it givea
-your ircoming president tremendcous powers tut I need it to protect our -
Jurisdiction and loczl unions in Hollywod. If we don't win Hollywood we'll
lose all, Your president must have this anthority.

The article further stated, "Ltter long debates, the convention
opted & resolution dealing Walsh and the Executive Board to act immediately
get

rid of Commnists, Naiis, Fasclists and Ku Klux Klansmen in the union.®

The article stated that the convention approved t*le expulsion of
) twelve mesbers of loecal 44 for failnre to cooperate with the Alliance in.the
'j'ﬁriadictional disputes during the recent at.rika in ths Bo od studios,
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A banquet was held at the Ho t Hotel on the evening '
of October 3, 1946. According to Tom O'Brien labor
menber of the British Parliament then () ood studying the problems of labar

in motion plotures, stated that the film industry of Great Britain was having

~ much the same trouble with the Communists as the IATSE was having in Hollywood.
" He went into the subject at lengtih because the same type of labor disputes troke .

out in the English industry at the saxe time as those which took place in
Hollywood. He stated, "It may be a coincidence, but I doubt it, The
Communists are trying to take over the entertaimment industry of the warld
because through it they can exercise great influence, If they can get

»

- oontrel of thia .tndnstry, they ‘lill have gone 't'_o-thirda of the. way.”

£+

i
" DEVEIOPMENTS AS 1 EESUI.T OF MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY STRIXE
. (July 23, 1946 to November 8, 1946) _ .

Through conﬂdanthl informants the Los Angeles 0ffice learned ﬂut "
the motion picture industry was faced with a strike on the night of Septecber 12,
1946 as & result of a jurisdictional disputs within the American Federation of
lLabor over the Studio Carpenters. The Intarnationsl Alliance of Theatrical

. Stage BEmployees, which represents most of the employees in the éntertaimment
- world, but which {8 not a member of the Executive Council of the American T

"; Jederation of Labor, does not repressnt the Studio Carpenters. An individuval
_ kpown only as Hutchinson, who represents the Carpenters Unlon, participated

a echovdown with Walsh of the IATSE. This showdown threatened a complete
stoppage of the motion picture studios.

W&ddud representatives of our Los Angeles Office
that local ) ¢ motion picture industry during the week of

September 18th were holding mass meetings protesting to William Green and
other high union executives, against the dispute between Hutchinson, of the
Carpenters Union, and Walsh, of the International Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees which threatens to shut down the industry, At that time this
source reported that no new motion picture seta were being constructed by the
carpenters and when pictures presently in production had filmed all possible
sceneg using the present sets, production would shut down unlesa the Executive
Board of the AFL reached a decision, At that time it was stated that
approximately 60 carpenters would be ths cause of some 30,000 peopls being out
of work, Oeorge Elmer Adams, of the Burbank, California ce Departnent,
“predicted that a strike would occur at any time and that ctuderablo trouble

~ S~would be experiencod when the strike oocurred.

-
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. During this same period Herbert K. Sorrell of the‘Conrerence of
+  Studio Unions, waas charging that producers refused to recognize-gtudio
i  Carpenters of Local 946, which is & member of the Conference of Studioc Unlons
x_.and that producers favored carpenters within the IATSE. The Screen Writers
Guild puhlicly stated at this time that the diapute was & Juriadictional one
.within the AFL and that it had been 50 designated by the AFL. The Guild
instructed its members to pass through any picket lines. At this time it
was reported that the Communists would vigorously support a strike. ’

It appeared at thls time, according to Roy M. Brewer, International
Representative of the ITATSE, that the strike would start during the week of
September 25, 1946. Accordirg to Brewer, members of the IATSE Screen
Actors Oulld, Screen Exitras Ouild, Musicians Local, Teamsters Local and all
‘ other known COnrerenco of Studio Unions groups in the motion picture industry hava
. been instructed to pass tnrougn any plcxen lines established by the conlertnco
of Studio Uhions. T . 3 :
Rnliable sources report that Sorrell at this time was unable to lead

the 7000 Conference of Studio Union workera out on etrike over a jurisdictional”
issue and, therefore, he was winning his point by ordering Conference of Studio
Union memberas not to work on studioc sets, thus forcing the producers to
discharge Conference of Studio Union members who, in turn, called this a
produccrs' lockout.

, - On September 25th the Conference of Studio Unions demanded that the
ptoducers rehire 1000 discharged carpenters and painters by 6:00 Pd. The
producers charged the Conference of Studio Unions was not acting in good faith
and that this was merely a Jurlsdictional dispute., The Conference of Studio
Unions planned a mass meeting for the evening of the 25th of September, at
which time 1t appeared inevitable a vote for this strike would be passed,

A strike vote was cast by this group and picket lines wére sat up which
resulted in fighting and general disorder., The police forced the Conference of

Studio Unions pickets to conform with the Superior Court injunction which limits
the number of pickets.

_—

The CS5U reportedly was boasting about the fact that the strike had
seriously hampered production., The Producers Assoclation, however, stated on
Qctober 1, 1946 that production was normal in all major studios, The Selznik
Studios, an independent producer, stopped production for the duration of the
strixe. The Conference of Studio Unions filed conspiracy charges against the

' ten zajor studios and the International Alliance of Theatridal Stsge
"\ Egployees wiik the NLRB, charging that major studios and thg TATSE have
conspired to deny the CSU its rights under the National La Relations Act.
The AFL Central’Labor Council, according to reports, rcmainéd ngutral on the
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question. Richard Walsh, the Head of the IATSE, issued an ipatun to
independent producers to discharge the CSU members an@ to hire IATSE

replacenents, .
tm—

It is reported that the Communist~dominated Screen Writers Guild =
met on October 1, 1946 to determine its strile policy. It is the report of -
informants that the position taken by this organization will forecast the
policy to be followed by the Communists in comnection with the strike,

Herbert K. Sorrell, of the CSU, and Richard Walsh, of the IATSE,
together with ten representatives from the Sorcen Actors Guild were reported
attending the AFL Convention which began on October 7th in Chicago. The
Jurisdictional dispute between the IATSE and the CSU was, according to
infornantl, to be considered at this convantion. g =

: On Octobder 5, 1946 Warner Brothera countered the CSU action againct
them by entering a million-dollar damage suit againat Sorrell and the CSU, "
charging consplracy to damage the Warner Brothers property in the 1945
jurisdictional strike, During this period it was reported that U. S. -
represertatives John Wood, Chairman of the House Un-American Activities
Comrd ttee, was in Los Angeles to investigate the extent of Communist
influence in the current sirike. Newspapers quoted Wood as stating that he
will return to Los Angeles in November for further investigation of the
Communist activities in connection with labor in the motion picture industry.
“ During this same perlod it was reported by reliable sources that if
the Jurlsdictional question was decided against Sorrell at the AFL Conventicn,
Sorrell might attexmpt to lead his CSU into the CIO. Under the present
agresment in effect between the AFL and CI0 there is no CI0 union cperating

in the motion picture industry.

Reliable police c¢ontacts reported that the producers received a
telegram from AFL President Wllliam Creen on the afternoon of October 8, 1946
stating that the jurisdictional issue would not be settled at the Chicago
Cenvention and that the CSU - JATSE dispute must be settled in Hollywood.

Green has reportedly turned down the plea of the Screen Actors

0ulld 0 sattls tha 2Adadd mnal dda
ulial WO G8VVIE LS Jl.u.J.nu.u. wonas u..l.apuoc. Some observers believe that

iris may mean picketing and violence. Wass picketing was reported at the
Columbia Studios in Hollywood on the morning of October 8 l1946

-

- T On October 14, 1946, the police halted mass plckgting at the

Columbla Studios which was in violation of the Superior 00§rt injunction .

by arresting and jailing 153 pickets. No violence or diaorde!y-however, was
reported in connection with these arrests.
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\.orker have alleged that the million-dollar motion picturé fndustry entered
‘into a conspiracy with corrupt and racketeering leaders of the=EATSE to

-

Norval Crutcher,Secretary, Film Techniclans Local }683, IATSE affiliate,
announced on October 13th that his local would resist CSU pisket lines. Yembers
of this local process film and thus are essentlal to the making of motion

~_Plctures.

Roy Brewer, International representative of the IATSE, has charged
that Local 683 of TATSE has always closely adhered to the Communist line.
Rlchard Valsh, International Head of the IATSE threatened strong reprisals
against the IATSE local. As you will recall, when a similar situation

doveloped in last year's film strike, Welsh took over an IATSE local as a
trustee. Indications are that Walsh may do this with the rebsellious Local 683.

_Some observers say the action of local 683 is a serious obstacle to &n early

etrike settlement.

It was learnaed that a meeting of prominent Communists was held on
the evening of October 12, 1946 at the home of Screen Writer Ring Lardner, Jr.,
an alleged Communist, where approximatsly 34,000 was raised to help (SU -
strikers. Well-informed sources have stated that the Communists are
wholehsartedly in support of the current strike.

On October 18, 1946, the International Reprosentatives of the
International Alllance of Theatrical Stage Employees suspended the powers
granted to IATSE Film Technicians Local 683 to conduct its affairs., This
action was taken by International Representatives because Local 683 joined

the rival CSU picket lines. This strike by Film Techniclans seriously hampered

production in all National Studios sinca members of this local must process all
film,

However, Roy Brewer again threatened Local 683 that uhless the
members returned o work immediately, other arrangetents would be made to
process povie film in New York.

On October 23, 1946, reliable sources reported trat the jurisdictional
strike in the motion picture industry may soon end due to the fact that both
ihe CSU and the IATSE have agreed to sccept the AFL decision to award =et
eroction work to the TATSE.

—

According to press reports, a joint committee of the IATSE - CSU
and the powerful Screen Actors Guild, which was largely responsible fcr this
sottlomert, met on the afterncon of Cetober 28, 1946 to appoint & perranent
arb;trator for Jurisdictional controversies in the motion gicture industry,
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‘ "Smash Demoeratic Unioniem® in Hollywood. The Communists thrdugh the

i Delly Worker ars alleging that Walsh and Brewer of the IATSE are cooperating

"-em-wlith the producers over this jurisdictional dispute to becloud the real
issue. They allege that the CSU is the only union in the industry which
gets tough about wages, hours and working conditions and that whensver
action nlong these lines is instigated by the CSU, the old "Juriadictional
bugaboo® is hanled out and brought into the forefront.
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police ard sheriffs who cooperate with them.

The Communiats accuse the producers of obtaining injunctions through '
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The Communists through the Daily Worker list the following demands -
of the CSU: .
! 1. Return all employees under CSU Juriadictioh to their Jobs with

} status unimpaired.

L)
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i giving to carpenters the construction of sets or sta, o8 which they
have done for the past 26 years, as ordered by the AFL Executive
Council and AFL President F¥illiam Green. .

i . 3. Immediate completion and signing of all contracts with provisions
§ A for adequate machinery for settlement of all controvarsies, ineluding
- those over allocation of work.

On November 5, 1946 it was reported thut ncgotiations were
continuing to end the tollywood film strihe. However, it was &lso repsrted

that the question of higher wages was now being brecught inte the light by the

strixers. The Conference of .Studio Union affiliates were reported to be
dezanding a 207 raise for & thirty-hour week before signing contracts to

! return to work, o

Roy Brewer, the International representative of the rival IATSE,
charged the Conference of Studio Unions with bad faith and ststed that the
muestion of wages was never involved in the jurisdictionsl strike which was
called b, Sorrell scme six weeks ago., FPrewer also charged that Sorrell is
now attenpting to alter the artitration proposal previous ¢ agreed upon by both
- "the CSU and the TATSE. At the time of this report the Confprence of Studio s

e _l.-..__.-s Y R | an - N
4Ng 814 R&JOT SVUGLOS ana an umsu 1large

LMy

\ r—

[ L

-~




mass deponstration was reported at 20th Century Fox Studtcf
R . On November 13, 1946 it was reported that the leaders of the CSU
' nﬁ'ba IATSE were eon.fo;'ring with Joseph Xennan, AFL leaderfwho was in :
" Hollywood to consider accepting a position of AFL Labor Czarifor the movie
i 4ndustry. BHowever, no indication of an immediate settlement of this
! Jurisdictional strike has been reported. :
T © Soarrell charged at this time that wages and hours are the basic
" issue between the Gonference of Studio Umions and the producers. Meanwhils,
. the Motioen Picture Consumers Local 705, which is affiliated with the IATSE,
" has rebelled against the international leadership of the IATSE and
set Novexber 1l4th as the deadline upon which they would join IATSE
Film Technicians Local 683 in the CSU picket lines.

Local 705 alleges that producers have refused to give ther a signed
contract covering wages and hours., This move by executive heads of Local 705 .
is directly contrary to the stgnd taken by the general membership of this local

e ah o Al Ao mmemed et emnale wabad dawwm 2 mabdiam s ant 8 Aafinita tima
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limit on negotiations with prgduecrs.

On the afternocon of November 13, 1946, CSU leader Sorrell threatened
to extend the Conference of Studio Union picket lines to independent producers.”
Tt was also reported that 64 writers within the Screen Writers Gulild have
started a petition to donate $10,000 to Film Téchnicians Local 683 to ®aid
their fight against ocertain undemocratic pressures within the IATSE."

On Rovember 13, 1946 il was reported that five homes of non-strikers,
one a shop steward of IATSE Local 44, were bombed in a new wave of violence in
the Hollywood film strike. These bombs were described as homemade grenades,
Although at léast two of the bombs caused extensive damage to the homes, no one
was injured. Roy M. Brewer of the IATSE has posted $5,000 reward leading to the
arrest and conviction of the vandals.

Richard F. Walsh, President of IATSE, announced that all representatives
of JATSE would be withdrawn from the current negotistions with CSU leaders. He
stated that his organizatioh would mot negotiate with the C5U as long as there is
any act of violence against members of his union, —

Los Angeles preas reports state that Sorrell refused any comeent on this
recent outbreak of violence. Reliable Los Angsles police contacts advise that an
extensive investigation 1s being conducted but that it has been made unusually
difficult because there are a number of so~called "powder men® in Hollywood who are
hired by astudios to simulate explosions in motion pictures.Q This source also

o,

rports that the Los Angeles police are investigating a who was recently -
 axnalliad fram the TATCE foaw ddanlnadne dnfamecdé e 4o av . A % ™ o __ = -
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Sarrell, Sorrell is combating, according to reliable sour

o c4s, what appears to ¥
b:r ;: unauthorised diszsension within the ranks of his union to ¥ntinue the
strike. _, )
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- whether to ban the sale of materisl to the motion picture indiétry ard )

e adopt the procedure of licensing of all material.

’ ' The Screen Britera Ouild opened discussicns among

w' 2 ',;..._ _ma screen writer who requested that his name be keptu .‘i T
AR ‘,‘L striet confidence,; s pointed nnt that this move to license naterial has o

. g‘ . - tuo objectives: P:Lrst, 0 prevent the studio from re-using or ro-iasuing a’l

» e % soreen story without peying the. writer an additional fee’and, two,.to control:

the content of the motion picture, This source, who is a screen writer, states -
that the Communists are, of course, particuln-ly interested in securing absolute
conirol over the content of motion pictures and they, the Communists, feel

that through the Sc¢reen Writers Guild they will be ablae to force the producers -

of the Notlon Picture Industry to accept & license to use a particular screen

. ;‘t;’f}..'_ story and as an incentive "tc the use of that Jicansa, j:he prodncer 'ould not, r»,,-

T of ‘coma.kla:c able 'bo chango _the acript. C .';_ e a e St .w?%; o2
LTS ' LR SR - T,
. ."" . Ja.nes cd.n, pronimnt noveliat and scmn writer, has GPPeN"d W": L

T the Screen Writers Quild and asked the Guild to accept the ides of a license -
apparently on the basie t.hat the producers frequently ra-isaue pict.ures for .
‘i-"h.wh they do mot pay the wrlter & second tims. In the lay, 1546 issue of ihe

Screen triter,* ons of the feature articles is entitled "A Time for Action,n
which is written by Emmett Lavery, President of the Screen %riters Guild, In
<7 this article, lavery, who has been identified in numbers of Communist Frdnt _
S organiutions and 'activities, bhas pointed out that the Executive Council aof the_ _
¥R Authors league has come out for the principle of licensing and he has called - '_7-"'j; :
%~ wpon ‘the Authors League to assist the Screen Writers Culld in securing such : " %Y

' rights for the Screen Writers. He admits that the Guild is nearly powerless - =

to enforce the licensing idea at the present time inasmuch &s the minimwm -

basie agreement under which the Screen Writers Guild cperates applies to -

enployment conditions only and does not apply to material sold to the studios
for the screen. He feels that the protlem is one for concerted action by the
Authors league and the Screen Writers Guild,

Lavery pointed out that at a recent meeting of the Screen Triters
tuild, a resolution was passed which states, "In any arrangement by which them is
granted the right to produce a motion picture based on material written by any
member of the Authors league, or, its member or affiliated puilds (t.he Screen

{ Writers Guild is affiliated with the Authors League) Js ‘here should be granted

only the right to produce and exhibit within a stated period a single motion
picture on 35 mm film in the English language. These rights should be in the

-i‘Orn of a liconse limited as aforosaid which shall cease tie expiration S

fa rixed ti.m oo e gt s R i i e m*’“t
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N eels that if the conmnists and the Scredn murs Gu:ud
+ % ifeable to eocirs & contrast with the producers based upon)licensing rather than
the sale of material, thay will be able to conirol the contqnt of each motion
PR e i wmaded mus el adas

picturo. This informant feels that aloug with a license to wse.s motion picturs -
L will be an accompanying restriction upon changlng it Ly the producers.

' James Cain, recently, during a meeting of the Screen Kriters Guild,
according to the larch 5, 1946 issue of *Variety" stated: *Once we conirol :
our properties we can dexand and get all sorts of concessions, ¥e should have
a fund, like the ASCAP fund for the musicians obtained from & check off on

all pictures for the benefit of all members of this (uild to be whacked up on

a rating basia to take care of us in our old age, tc be put in the bank or to

&VE&T we mhan o .
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L Apparently, in 1 tith this new move on the part of the Commnists
.. within the Screen ¥riters Ouild, B, S, Kraft, a Commnist, wrote & four-page .
article for the March, 1945 ‘issue of the "Screen ¥riter® entitled, "Dreiser’s

¥ar in Bollywood,® This article was an account of Theodore Drelser's attempt
to force Paramcunt Pictures to dramatize his novel, "An American Tragedy® with .-
a full realization of %the violent social, economic and loyal inflvences -
affecting the hero of the novel,™

CQMMITTEES APPOINTED BY SWG

‘The May, 1946 issue of the ¥Screen Writer,®™ which is the official
oublicatlion of the Screen Writers Cuild, carried a list on page five of the
Screen Writers Ouild Studio Chairman, An examination of this iist reflects

[

.heavy infilt=ation and domination by the Gomniata in the Cuild, This 1ist
is as follows: - - . :
cg,ngb;g Studios: I!@.ltin va
Metro=-Coldwyn-layer: Isobel Lennart
Paramount: Abe folonsky
REQ: ' . Henry Kyers
Republics John Butier T
Twentieth Century Fox: Wanda Tuchack -
Universals Joel Malonme -

Warner Brothers:

ety

Ranald “¥acDongall

Elizabeth Benson, Section Organicer and ¥embership Director of the

-

- 48 -

-

Northnat_Section of the Los Angelss Communist Party, which is composed of motion
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picture persormel had in her pouseuion racords reflecting SRE Levy, Lennart,

_ Polonsky and Myers were members of accoid to a highly
¢ ¢ -dEEbidential btut délicate smu:;;e %m:-mm
‘ 6f thé 1os Angeles Office, ’ ident ac ug 1l in s al froant activitioa

The February issue of the "Screen ¥riter® identifi ‘nnbers of ths

-_ Screen Yriters Guild Arbitration Panel and it was noted that the following

Commmpists were mombers of this panel: Laopold Atlas, Ben Barsman, Guy “ndore,
Robert Lees, Melvin Levy, Waldo Salt and Leo Townsend, It wes also noted that
Mglvin Frank is a member of this pansel &nd althtugh it has never been determined
that he is a member of the Communist it has been ascertainsd through a highly .
confidential but delicate source thet Elizabeth Benson, Section Orgmizer = .
and Membership Director of the Northwest Section of the Los Angelss Commnist
Farty, vhich is composzed of motion picture personnel has in her possession
records which reflect Ann Ray Frank, his wife, 1s a Commnist,

. During t.hs last three or rour yeara s ¥o R, Wilkerson, Editor of the
trade publicatios *The Hollywood Reporter* has repeatedly attacked the Commnist

~ infiltration of the ¥otion Picture Industry and he bas paid exceptional lttent.ion

to the Communist ‘infiltration of the Sgreen Writers Guild. In the April 16, .
1946 1ssue of the "Hollywood ‘Reporter,® Wilkerson attacked members of the. - -
Scresn Writers Guild ani stated that nﬁst of then were either Communists or )
Fascists and that all of them spend fad too mich time in political activitiese
¥ilkerson stated that the writers in Hollywood are "doing every Job bat the

one that they are being paid for, The former $200 a weok writer is now
gotting $2,000 each pay day and doing less work.® Again on June D, 1946,
¥Willkerson described what he called “some screwy undercover tricks being pulled
b;r our creators in the studios are promlgated by the Commies among them,®
. Wilkerson then went on to relate a situation of an unidentified important star
“who refused to accept a certain director stating that the director was a red - °
baiter, and Wilkerson related another incidert in which an individual was a -
known Commanist writer and was dlsmissed froz a screen story becanse the star -
who was allegedly a Communist corplained to the studic about the writer.

At a membership rceting of the Screen ¥riters Guild on April 29,
1946, a resolution was ralsed urging action against the Hollywood Reporter .
and in the ¥ay, 1946 lssue 6f the "Screen Friter," Wilkerson was pictured as
»inviting Congressxan Rankin to push on with his witch hunt in Hollywood' and
in the light of this discussion the SWG passed the following resolution: “aThat
the Screen ¥riters Guild now declare officlally that Wilkerson has been unfair
to the Guild and all its members and thet the xembere of the Guild are called
upon to institute a voluntary boycott of the publicatfion and that we call
upon other Guilds and unions ad Agents to join us in this toycott.™
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t It has been noted that recent issuss of the w3creen Writer® have
4. prominently displayed in heavy black type an announcement that the Screen
»»_«....Jriters Quild hee indorsed the FEPC and requested members of the Guild to

lig;n a pout:lon which 1111 put- tha PEPG on tha cal:Lrom:I.a ballot.
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Thandore Styvanze {Communiast)

ALFFWNAN S W M VAR A | W I ML S W

Ring lardner, Jr. (Communist)
Paul Trivers (Communist)
Stephen N. Avery

In the llaroh 1saue 'of the’ "Screen Writer" them was a note on page A6

2 which'urged all members ®and friends and others interested in this extension
of democracy® to sign the petitions of the Fair Employment Practices Cozmittes,
This note then went on to 1ist the members of the .;t.at.e Executive Committea to
place the FEPC on the Califormia ballot. ‘ 7
he L . Well informed sources have stated t.hat the FEPG has been originlted
* and pranotad by the cmuniat Par't-y _ _
‘ " o '.l'ho 'Scrcm iri.torl is tha off:.oial publication of t.ha Screen w:riters g
"7 Guild and is issued monthly, It has been noted that the Nay issue of the
%Soreen Yriter® ttated that Isobel Lennart had been sslected to serve on the
Bditorial Commjittee, Those responsible for the publication are as follows:
' Lalton Trumbo - Editor (Communist)
_ Gordon Kalm - Managing Editor {Comrmnist)
a0 neTest 8T U gditorisl Comnittes:
A ' - - Adele Buffington , :
0 F. Hugh Herbert z
- -" Philip Dunne
P - Sonye Levien

_ The RScreen Friter" is 20ld at only elaven bock stores and news stands
in Ios Angeles and it 58 noted that among these are the Lincoln Book Stors,

- - 1721 North Highland Avenue in North Follywood and the Progressive Book Shop,
_ r.' 717 West Sixth Streset, Los Angeles, both of Ihicmtiﬁed by
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.y ﬁfﬂ' Under date of August 14, 1946, the "Hollywood Reporter,” a motion
. ift—=pieture trade sheet edited by William Willerson, contained fthe following

- e —Sittorial under the caption, "Another Vots for Stalin.® Because of its 1nterest
’""Fﬂiﬁ n-t.iclo is boing set cmt in fulls
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- "The Screen writera Guild continues o take 1t8 o ders fron B
: lloscowl
B “" | - "A late issue of Isveatia, the official newspaper of the Soviet -
Tl govemnent, attacked the recent film trade agreement arranged - :
-.::‘_v-‘;-. - ‘_ b“ma}. tha lmnw'car. nnﬂ Puﬂ.ﬂh .".ﬂ*‘ ﬂnmarhnontl!a :.":’;_’__ ) .~._ J:. T ‘
%E““ “"According to an-Associated Press diapatch dated Anguat 9 from i LE

lloscow, Victor Poltoralsky, writing in the Communist organ, attacked
the agreement as a threat to the very existence of the French film
indvatry, and became particularly virulent over an allcged stateuent
by /merican economists that American filns oi‘fered tthe best meihod
.of fighting COmunisn in ance. .

~*-.‘:—" . ‘ikr L ;Hﬁeu “13 the '_it_!__g‘f !’9!-11-] nrnmmtsm p{vi'nu on_i_g_rg=7 Tl_:g' a-p‘ﬂ “' ‘_
T4 vyolice of the Red Beachhead in Hollywood—saying, 'aye, aye, comradelil=—"-
<2< " was heard ih the Soreen Writers Gulld meeting on July 29, at the " -
Bollywood Roosevelt Ho¥tel, when that Red-dominated organization
adopted the following resolution: -
esssasfthat the Screen Writers (uild, in arswer to the appesl
I of the French film workers, expresses its opinion of the French-
© i. - American film agreement and asks our State Depertment Yo investigate
- PR p-",‘--_- 'I'ha nossibilite nf M—npanfin*ina this agreament ao fhnt the French- - L
R b W Yare valil b O
‘-i'.‘-. M filmindustrycanaurvive. R -

"In ot.her words, the cammunist Part.y organ in ..oscow and the
Screen Writers (uild in Hollywood attacked the French trade apgreement
on the saue spuriocus grounds--that it would destroy the French film

induatr’y.
"And the Cuild voted againet the State Department of the republic
that glves American writers their freedom, and against the m ti on

pict.ure industry, which gives them their living.,

*They were persuaded to do this by Harold Salemson, who addressed
the Guild for 25 minutes, dencuncing the trade agreement, He charged
that & third of the workers in the French film industry would be
thrown out of work by the American trade agreement, He said the
American industry was prepared to flood France with five years of
-f1lm product. And he implied that the State Dapartue wae ..mperial-

} "1!*" nn"lv fn-ﬂ{nn Amn'—(nnn f'|1n- nran an et 114 ne’
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CogRRIr "rhis was barefaced Iying. The agremrent nagotiatod-by Leon
Blum and the American State Department does not guarantes THE

EXHIBITION OF A STNGLE AMERICAM MOTION FICTURE IN FRANCE., American
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pict.ums will bo phyed OHI.! 1! rrsmh t.hpatn owners dnd th Frenc?- R
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' . *The trade agreemnt ncrs GUARL\‘TBE that four out pf evory 13

wec! o' playing time in Fronch theatres shall be devoted ™ lo-the

. xhibition of French pictures. All 13 wesks CAN be devoted to
TG Fro:wh picturoa 1.: tha thutrs uuger pnfcrs. i 7 _

o Legle - Loy S .

S ; ., i'l‘bg nuild mgal_u_t_i_nn dnAbgnt.alv bgglouda thi ‘situa :x by : P
ST maling 1t Seem that French exbibitors were forved to play nins DI

W, i 'weelrs of American pictures,  Put the only force backing Jnerfcan =~ '

£4lns in France is that of popular demwand,

"fnd this, the Communists can't standl

*The true situation is revealed in a copy of a letter which the ., ey
<" +. BReporter received from the head of a major studio yesterday—a lstter Tt,. :"“"';' -

S ,!ri*..tea by Bric Johnsten, pr presidant of the N¥otion PLoture Aas*ﬂma‘w'-., N

YA ko Rumet lavery, Preai.d-nt of the Screen Writers Guild. Tt spests .tor. ,L';.?,, o
S T S

Deay Mr. lavery :

'Y a» profoundly disturbed by the implication nf a resoluticn
o ®waich I understarnd was rocently adopted by the Scraan i‘urit.ers tuiid,

N 'Accorcu.ng ‘to inforration rece:.m from our Hollywoocl oruce, this .
R fresolnuon sald in part: B T
e : : "trmt the Scnaen vriters Quild in enswer to the appeal et
the French film workers, expresses 1ts opinicn ¢f the Frencl=
Awerican film agreezent and asks our Ctate Denertrent to
irrvostigate the possibility of re-negotiatling this sgreecont

s¢ that the French film industry can survive." -

'The plain implication of the resoluticn is that the sgreercnt
recently negotiated Ly our government and the French government is &8  —
threat to the survival of the French filn industry, -

'T believe there is absoclutely no besis for the urwarranted
asgaption that the agreement threatens the extinction of the .
French filr Industry and I believe further that such ag assuaption
casts an undeserved reflection upon the good falth of the Ar.er:ican ,

and French o.fricim \ltm nogotd.lt.ed. the ameunt ru! the tvo DL
5. ~‘f‘-—3e-- ;ow:rmenu. S S Ry . B
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> "rhe mild's rsaolution, - offect, diatorta 80 co‘pletely the '
71 purpose and peamng of the agreement that I believe a clarification
o of its provisions is vitally essential, ¥ith that in mind I shall

. set forth briefly why it was adopted and the purposes which it is
e desimed to acnieva.. | _ | L
7 ..‘;7 " 37he movi.ng purpoae behind the agreemcnt 'uaa a deai.re to T '__};'i?};f—.-»' ;
_ " promote the ideal*of world ‘unity by removing some of the restrictions ‘
LY, - which isolate cne:nation from another. by Chinese ¥alls of mationalisme - .0

The motion picture is a primary medium for the exchange of ideas

betyieen people. I have alwaya bulieved that excessive nationalism

breeds war; that a freer exchange of goods, services and information

is a bhealthy offset to the friction which causee war,

- "ﬁ

%

1As for the specific conditions of the agreement relating to -7 %"

o _the motion picture, I bslieve that any falr-minded person will  -> ¥4 . xi-
T "agres that the- torns set forth actually protect the development ? R
R ~of the French fila industry and give it & greater measure of protaction SRt
t-hl.n 4t had bafore the nr.

. ) tFor example, every theatre in France must reserve at least {our
’ weekts playlng time out of every 13 solely for French pictures,
During the remaining nine weeks of the quarter, the theatre is free
to play foreign pictures or French plctures, whichever it prefers.
~The free playing time is not reserved for American pictures—-it BBy
s " be used for the exhibition of Russisn films or British films or

: T 7 French films or ‘the £ilms of any other nation.

&

'Actually, the agreement does not guarantee the exhidition of a

single American motion picture in France, It simply opens the rarket
to the best plctures. :

'Before the war, the American motion picture industry anmually
supplied between 150 and 185 "dubbed® feature pictures for the French
market, CSlnce the agreement, however, the eight leading American
companies voluntarily agreed to release not more than 124 “dubbed® -
features in ths French market annually, The number of feature
pictures with superimposed titles which have a limited distribution
in France will be substantlally smaller than before the war., This
should reassure anyone who honestly believes that the American

industry i1s preparing to flood. the French narlfet 'it.h produced
hare during the war period.; SR L e I e T
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R " #PiIm interests here must remember the Washingfon accord

“ - The French industry will aid in every way,"

. The observation of \onsieur Leon Elum, an outs French
_ patriot who aided in negotiating the agreement, should de-sufficient
answer to the accusation that the agreement is against the best
- interests of the French producing industry. In a statement, quoted e
1n t.he Merican prau on .rune 20, lfonsieur Blum aaidz ";-,,
-’n considarnble concession:in agreeing to let France keep’ -
exclusively four weeks out.of every 13 for French products,
assuring 30 percent of the playing time, When nagotiations
started, the French hoped to get & scven weeks quota, but
after long discussion France did well in comparison to a
17 percent zunrantoo grant.ed to Italy md a 22 percent. ;ccord
.Fith Britain.e . Col T
) o _L"-';k‘_fh { A .j: '.’ —_"': < ‘ . -':' -

Nése(_....- v

"There is not a word in the accord to pmvent an exhibitor !rou
showing 100 percent French films if he wishes, ‘hat is

needed is for the French film industry to produce films
pleasing to the public.

- would assist in the re-stablisment of the French filn industry. _-f;f.‘;

'Iou may be interested in knowing that when the loan agreement was.
up for approval in the Fremnch asaemblj, the Only spokon oppoaition to the

1lilm pI‘OVIBlODB came {rom a few Communist QEputlEB. It i= obvio:is to

me why French Cammunists wish to keep out American motlion plecturec wilch
--reflect Arerican democratic life.

tT do not for a noment challenge the right of the Screen Writera
Guild or any other group to esk the State Department to re-negotiate
the existing film agreement with France, That is asimply the
exercise of an American fundamental right.

2 P —

tBut the implication that the goverrment of the United States or
the American film industry took undue advantage of t.he French fiip
induatryia both naive and false. 1 ch&uenge it,

o s

Sinc erely yours s

X Eric Johnston,!?

-
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” - l'In ronouncing the 1936 pa.ét, t.he United sf.atos made '""*‘ L E

N AN

'I an gﬁ.ving you t.hose fact.s i.n the mtemst. of rness and accurucy.h :

“'..




i
";4 i, Johnaton's appsll probably wil 2211 on del.f . SRR
® ‘Cmmnista are not interested in 'fairness and accurecy'e R
. wir, buemson, the sponsor of this attack on indusiry.and
N govermment, has been an industrious member of many of the extreme
Tt lert.-ning groupn which have consiatantly tollowed the Part,r lnel o
L E '.',; '\~ whis is the kind of lesdership to whiéh the ‘Soveen Writers mnd R
' - “T1istens, This ia the kind of leadership which®causes the Guild to < i lin "
- . ignore the fact that the foreign market on many pictures means the - .~ -, '"..
i o difference between profit and loes, and to attack the industry of '

which it is a pars,

:
WTHE PARTY FIRSTL" —

; - 1The NHolly'ood Reporter® on August 20, and 21, 1946, cantaimd» 7; ok
. . articles which were directed at the Screen Writers Cuild and accused this . b 1,#
... organization of being a Communisy controlled and dominated group, The -’ 5w’
-*, "Aollywood Reporter" carried articles reflecting that the President of the Onild,
*  John Hovard Lawson, has been a aponaor of numerous Communist front groups, such
&8 the American Youth for Denocracy, gnd the Joint Anti-Pascist Refupee Canmitt@e,
&8 well as the HHI'I"J' muges I.EJ.QD.BB Committee and the hDJ..L:'ﬂl‘DOﬂ J.nue[:eno.ent.
Citlgens Committee for the Arts, Sclences and Professions, _ ) -~

K : The article also reflected that Daiton Tromko, a member of the
<. : Guild's Executive Eoard and Editor of the Cuild!s ofﬁ.clal magazine, was a s
; Cmmunist a.nd is the holder of cqnmmist ?art.y Hembership Book No. 36802 S

3

' Gordon Kahn, Ring I.a.rdnar, Jr. and Richard Jay COmngs, all members .
of the Executive Boand, are also a.ccused of being Communistas and their Cmunist

R Y

Pamls mwewm— -
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These articles were followed in this periodical by an article on the . :
American Authors Authority, whieh is sponsored and tacked by the Screen Vriters-

Guilds, The latter article is-referred to in the section set out concerning .-
"The Arer’ican Authors Authority.®
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DEVELOPMENTS 1 CONFERNCE OF STYDIO uniony”
(lovenber 14, 1946 to February 154, 194?)'

This block of Communisat connrolled unions, acco to
ma paid confidential informant of the Los Angeles Field Division,
: is 8ty -]

trike. The strike is a continuance of the 1945 strike which was
- and still is an attempt of the Communist elements, according to this source,

‘3-7to control the unions in the Hollywood gtudios.

{.
1
'irﬂ

- ng tue picketing of the studios the
pickels were singing "Solidarity Forever.® This source also reportsd that
the Pajuters District Council #36 voted a §5,000 fund for the benefit of the
strikers. The Radio ¥riters Guild met at the home of Ring lardrer, Jr., and

voted $4,000 for the strikers!' benefit. '

The Conference of Studic Unions has besn spreading its influence to
the radio fiesld through an alliance with another group of like nature now being °
- formed in that field. This new block of unions is to be called the Council of
Radio Unions. 4n organisational meeting of radio unions was held on November
21, 1946, in Hollywood. CQuposing this parallel block of unions are the
Iol&ouing:
Radio Writers Quild
Badio Directors Guild
Anerican Federation of Musicians,
Local #47
American Federation of Radio Artists

Mhcceording to this scurce this group has announced that it will affiliate with
the Conterence of Studic Uniona. Commenting on this alllance, the scurce
indicatec that tnis would be a most effective weapon because of the affinity

of the mction picture industry with the radio industr?.—

. With regard to the strike in the Hollywood motion picture ipdustry,
it 18 reported that this strike is now more or less ineffective. The studios
have used replacements put in-by the ITASL and seem to be making pictures as
usual. It is reportou that ithe Conference of Studio Unions is attempting to_
get the support of the unions in England in order to stop production thare
of any pictures in whico American capital is intercsted. So far there has
been little success attacheu to this effort.
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. M - COUNCIL OF FOLLYWOOD GUILTS AND virorst

o

S L-_ L
Special™Xgents of the
Los Angeles vision on Sep rg, o a 10-page type~
written report which described the astivities or the Council of Hollywood

- Quilds and Unions, 7This report reflects that there are now seven GSU untons,

two IATSE locals, two independent unicns, and one A, F, of L, miscellaneous .

union, which comprise this organisation. They are as follows: Scresen Story
t's Guildy Sereen Cartoonist (nild; Screen Costumers Gnild; Film Techni-

clans; Film Electricians local 40; Machinists Guild; Musicians Local 767

{This is not the misicians union to which musicians in the studios belong.);

Painters Union; Screen Publicists Union; Screen Supervisors Union; Screen

Set Decorators; Screen ¥riters Cuild, :

It is noted that the lubjact organization has lost, mainly because :
of difficulties over the current film strikes, the Screen Actors Guild, Screen -
Office Taployees Cuild, and Masicians Local o, 47, which all mgicians in-
the xtion picture industry belong.

According to this repert the Council is aeeki.ng new affilistion angd ~
is attempting to induce the Radio Writers, the Radic Directors, and the Film
Editors Ouilds to Join with them in pressing for "progressive legislation,®
This report also points out that the Council must seek for closer affiliation
with the Conference of Studio Unions which is, as hss been previously pointed
out, heavily infiltrated with the Commnist Party., This report alsoc points
out that the “Progressives,” i,e, Commnists within the Council, see the cur-
‘rent Hollywood film strike, together with the move by the AF of L to set
up a Hollywood Council, as a "serious threat® to the subject organization,
Adccording to the report, the Comminists feel that if the AF of L does set up
a Hollywood Labor Council in addition to the Los Angeles Labor Couneil
the two may be operated in parallel btut that it is also quite likely that the
AF of L will take the AP of L local out of the Council and may heve them
use only the independent unions, WVoreover, the current jurisdictional
dispute between the CSU and the IATSE 1s a2 serious threat to the internal
stage of the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. Regardless of which
stand the Council takes in the settlement of the dispnte, several locals which
are affiliated with the Council will obviously protest and this lsaves the
Council unable to take the artirmtivc, definite stand in the current dispute,

in this reports,
vhich report is belleve ve been
-aritlen by gare ett Wills, Executive Secretary, 'when she stated,
*] am sure t.hat everyone will agree that either the Counei} will cease to

“exist entirely or it mst be stamped as a real source in o

-/

This report also detailed some of the highlights of the Council's
_sctivitiey, an examination of which reflescts that the Council has consiantly




supported the measures advocated by the Commanist Party 1n s Los Angeles Field
Division, These include (1) a fight against Cecil B, s {(2) participe-~

in the fight-for radio freedom, i.,e, the protest again.ﬁt high labor con=

era, {3) the fight against motion picturs aliens, (4) "gonferences with
Robert Riskin of the OFI on educational films for Europe,* §5) protest against

the State Un-American Activities Committes, (6) activity for~s-state FEFC, (7)

sending a delegate to the *Win the Peace® confarence, {8) a protest against
banning of Lena Horme film in 'retmessee, (9) a proteat against Trumen's
i.ntemnt.ion 1n the railroad a‘cri.ko

: o This mtion of Cmncil 'a act:lvitios in the hat fn mnths con-
' 7' eludes by stating, *"Nor have we forgotton tho'!ugeahva, the Russians, and-
the drive tmrd ‘Horld Tar I1I.* ' )

The Gounoil has contirmed to support those measures and activities in
which the Comrunist Party has been prominently identified, For example, on
Sunday, Karch 17, 1946, the Council was identified as one of the sponsors of
an address by Gongresamn Hogh Dahcy, who gave a 'hard-hitti.ng expose ot tht
plot against the peaee.

los Ange es n o utes of the meet of the Council . o
which was held on June 6, 1946, According to the mirmtes, the Council re- -
ceived s letter from Festus Coleman, a Negro prisoner at ban Quentin, tharking
the Courcil for their support in an attempt to secure his parole, It is well
known that the Commnist Party has waged a vigorous campaign to free Coleman
" a#lleging that he was improperly convicted. At the same meeting the Council
stated that President Truman had "used the powers of his office to blackjack
- the railroad wrkers rether than to effect a just. se¢ttlenment,”

At a meating hald on August 8, 1946, the Council regi.stered a strong
protest with the Ambassador Fotel for refusing lodging to a legro song writ.er,
Carlton Yoss. Moss was identified, through a highly confidential but delicate
sonrce-wxho _had access to the records of Zlizabeth Benson, the section organizer
and memherihip director of the Forthwest Section of the Los Angeles County
Comminist Party, as a mamber of the Comunist Party. This meeting of Augus% 8,
1046, closed with a resolutién urging the widespread distribution of leaflets
which had been prepared by the kobilization for Democracy. ¥Nobilization for
NPemocracy has been identified as a Commmnist front organization and according
w*a paid active informant of the Los Angeles Office, this - |
Organiza works very closely with the Council of Eollywood Cuilds and Unions,

- SCREEK WRITERS GUILD

i
l ey In the October, 1946, issue of the Screen !r:lter‘. the publication of
= the Screen Writers Gnild, on page 32 there is a note thie relds, The current

i

e .
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"% . ducer .ror raruling to come t0 works, -
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=" outlook and strike in the major motion pictnre studios begap’gdo late to
' permit inclusion in this issue of any sumuery of events,® Jfhe note then

9‘4 - dMGAs on to point put that the Screen ¥riters Cuild has madel an independent.

investigation and found that there was considerabls violoner at the studio
gates, It reminded the members of the Screen ¥riters Gu that they need
not go through & picket iine where there was any fsar of v.l.u;ﬁ'ﬂca and ¢on-

cluded by stating that they would legelly assist any member of the Screen

Writers Guild who was fired or otherrlae diacri.ninated against by a pro~ .

-~

l.t a ao-callad mrgency nooting of the Screen ‘ritera Gnild

on October 1, 1946, which was reportedly attended by only a very few Screen

Viritern, a resolution was passed to loan the striking unions 10,000, How-

ever, &t a generul mesbership meeting held on November 13, 1946, this pro-

mrmn) womn daaltadoaTe Aalfandbad
PUBEL Wel GSLigiVE4y LTLTavtue

M&. screen writer and an informant of the los - X
Angeles e, PO out that recently there has developed within the -

-

Screen ¥riters Guild considerable opposition to the pro~Comcunist 1aaderah1p{ .
This source stated that following the publication of the articles by .~ c. o
Wilkerson identifying most of the Executive Board as members of the Gomnht :
Party, many of the writers began to challenge this leadership, and a movement

was begun to draft & slate of non-Communist writers as officers. At a general:

mgbershiﬂ -nn'!-'lno of tha Sereen Uritars Gu‘l‘ﬂ hn'ld on Eavanber 11 19.6.

A WA A TTa e WA e

.:!‘olloving were elected to exacutive positionn

=745

) Presi.dent Emmet Lavery

» - 1lst Vice President ¥ary MoCall, Jrs
7 2nd Vice President = Howard Estabrook
: 7 3pd Vice President Rugo Butler

; o - - Saeretary F, Augh Herbert

F

« s 'rreasurer : Hnrold Buchman

the

stery secured 495 votes, to 293 votes for the opposition cuadidat.e,
Talbot Jennings. This vote dcas not in some small measure eliminate a portion -
of the Commnist influence from the Executive Board of the Gnild, However,
Kary keCall and Howard Estabrook have both been identified in several Conmnist

frort organigatjons, Through a highly confidential but delicate source it

w3

ascertained that the records of Elizsbeth Benson, membership director of the
Los Angeles County Communist Party, reflected that Hugo Butler and Barold '

Buchman were members of tte Comnn.ist Party.

B L

t__..-tion to loln 32500 to t.he Hmpapcr m.ﬂ.d was paased. o
‘."'F!"'J't-' _ Lo : L i
- 59 = -0 k r

- ) -

At this same meting, a resolution to loan $10,000 to one of the unions
now on strike in the motion picture industry was defeated; hcrmver, a resclu~
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" The Scmn ¥riters Guz.ld continues to publish the jScreen Writer as
ﬁnfricial publication, and many of the articles are contributed by knomn .
merbors of the Commonist Party. The editorial commdttes of [SWG is preseatly
composed ol ‘ e

i Dalton Trusho, Editor
" . Qordon Kahn, Mapsging Editor

' : ;_;-i Stephen lorahousg hery . A \
S, 7+ " Harris Gables - _ ) ‘ S ,
| . P. Hugh Berbert
i " Ring lardner, Jr.

Isabel Lennart
Sonia Levien
Theodore Strauss
Paul Trivers
v Harold J. Salemson, lirector of Publications

Of this conmittee, seven including Trumbo, Kahn, lardner, Lenﬁ;rt,
Strauss, Trivers &nd Salemson &re members of the COmmuniet. Party.

T o Modak o xS Ala O . -__...... ey
i WD VUWUU" ‘-74”’ .I.nauu U-l wWiT WOl CUL II-I.\:UI, WLLCLU haD WIS

ne. avdileble at the time, there &re six articles. One concerms the estab-
lishment of the AAAj apother, the scope of the Screem Writers Guild; a third
article by Communists Howard Dimsdale and Guy Endorej toe fourth on a teconical

‘I gy
4B L5

: ~ phase of screen writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pichures; and the

sixth by Gommunist screen wr.i.t.er Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen
sriters. ‘

This publication contains each month an editorial which in toe Jctober
issus was devoled to the merits of the AAA, ana in the back of the publication
there is & section entitled "News Notes." 4An apalysis of taese noves clearly
shows that quite often Coxmunist causes are sponsored or advertised in them.

For example, the news notes in the October isaue of the Screen iriter reflect:
(1) an announcement by the California Labor School of a scries of courses; (2)
a production by the Communist-cdomirated dctors Laboratory; (3) a note regarding
the symposium of "The Challsnge of the Post War ¥%orld to the Liberal Movemant¥;
(4) an announcement of the Copmunist-domirsated Peoples Educational Center; (5)
detalls of the new curriculum of the Peoples Bducational Center; (6) a mote con-

mmwtend wmom Alm HalVemma - hmeim Walh VL ondd oo awmd dha Moo .. Paw ol me ool ma id oo
COALLL U W UL LY WO ﬂf&bﬂ‘lﬂ BMUOULLL &S WALVL AU WIT wmmu& 42700 LigalliaLlon,

kobilisation for Democracy; and (7) a note that “"Orson Welies has ralinguished
his air time to concentrate on film production, & distinct lossa t.o t:xe Iorces

of lzberalian on the American air waves.®

‘ -
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% ¢+ Anp Ro rgan, 860 Westmount Drive, Los Angeles, Birnkramt

employed as seoretaries in the office of the Screen Writers Ouild,
This same highly confidential but relisble source reported that the records
of Elizsbeth Benson refleccted both of these women were members df the Commnist
Pﬂrt’. o

an artist whonm, tccording .
naml_n of the (_.‘._m:n__igt. Pu'tv,,‘.. .

«. " " International Film and Radio Ouild

The Internmationsl Filmz and Radio Guild threw & picket line arocund
the Avalon Theater omr the East Side of BHollywood on Jarpary 30, 1947, in the
first phase of an all-cut campaign against the contimed production of "inferior
and insulting™ all-Negro quickes currently being produced by a handful of -
Southern and Eastern indeperndent producers for showing in predominately Kegro
theaters. The managerent of the Avalon Theater in Hollywood cancelled the, fill
“Boale Street Mama® after three showings of the scheduled minimum five-day run, :
This action combined with violent protests from other leading eitiszens of the
commnity against the contimmed showing of the Bert Goldberg all-colored
featurette forced the thesater manager to discontimme the showing of the featurette,

A Frederici, mansger of the Avalon Theater, issued the following
statement: *We have a contract with the Alfred N, Sack Amusement Enterprises
to show 15 of these all-colored films throughout the coast area in the near
future, but if the Negro people consider these pictures insulting, we certainly

_pcrofer to take the consequences with Sack rather than to offend an entire race.®

| Leon Bardwick, executive aecretary of the Internatioral Film and -
Radio Cuild, emplained his organiution's position tlmsly. "For several years,

TDA MAAMYD Voo smsmamem miad thm nen Tawlaod o
AlMUTy EARWI, butl ACHIW NBI3 wlil Vd.xu.uua UDLIBI' g.ruu.pa MVB UVEELl LMILUAS UL

Hollywood studios for presenting Negroes in non-complimentary roles, seeking
at the same time & more balanced presentation of Negro life on the screen,
Neanwhile we have been overlooking entirely the practice of a small group of .
money-mad individuals in the east and south who dump these inferior, insulting
filgs on the Negro market throughout the country., How can we expect to get
better treatment from Hollywood as long as this latter evil persistis?

-

®*IFRG, an organization dedicated to the task of helping protect t.hn

dnbanast e n? m"nﬂ-"'l-*-a 4v| +h. antawtginmand wnrelA ta Tonunahdnes an andbdwa
AlLwveIesis v S WIT ThLwel UveallDly wYlisly 40 4&llClLlf <ii dClaVe -

4
4

! canpaign against this vicious type of racial exploitation io films and hope
_ i . ethers til.l Join us,®
-
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Listed among the officers of the Internatiopal Filg and Radio Guild

S ror .Tndoa Q+nn'|nv l‘ln-k Iena Horne, John Carfislid

are azamnh Oallaia
. Cole md AJ. Jarvis. '
& &
The above information concerning this group was ob ned rrom t.ne
"~ Peoples Voice of February 1, 1947. ~ —

DEVLLOP/ERTS AS A R:SULT OF KOTION PICTURE
: . INDUSTRY STRIKE -

Fallpwing tha anthranle ~f eialanss 4n dha 11-_;' A =

sCalowing he oculbredls of vioclencs in ths Hollywood motion plctn
inaustry strike on November 14, 1946, in wnich at lezst five homes of non-

strikers were ieportealy bombed, unidentified vandals on November 15, stole
and burned a passenger bus omed by the Tanner Motor Company which had been
usud to transport nonstirikers through the Conference of Studio Unions'! picket
lines. 7The los Angeles llield Oifice repcrted that reliable police coutects
confidentially advissd that they had identified a Communist from San Pedro,
California, as probably being implicated in the bombings. The Los Angeles

Times as & result of this violence called upon the Conference of Studio
Dnions® lmdarn to deny or Lff'lm that they igr-n in apy may 1mnlirntnd- ot

—r————— - ——— - S e . v

Tae

The IATSE represqnttti!as on Kovember 15, 1545, ngain refused to
confer with the Conference of Studio Unions leaders as long as tneir members
wers subjected to possidle violence. On the afterncon of November 15, it was
reported that the Lonferpnce of Studio Urions held & mass meeting which
resulted in the sending out of orders to all members that they must ascemble
in front of Columbia Motion Picture Studios the {cllowing morning at 6:00 a.m.
and that any member who was not arrested would be fined $25 by the Union.

It is reported that Sorrell confided in a police informant that he as well
as his entirs Strategy Committee would go to Jail. This picketing, cf courss,
would be in wiclation of the Superior Court!s injunction. 4s a result of
this mass picketing, the los Angeles Police Department arrested approximately
802 strikers ir froant of Columbia Studios for violatien of the Superior Court

J.n;uncuon raj.aung to the J.munz of the number of .LegaL pz.cketa.

The Log Anceles Field Division reported that at & Communist mass
mzeting held the previous night, a Confserence of Studio Unions representative
spoke and urged Communists to turn out in mass for the morning picket lines.
It was later lesrned that at tais meeting which was held tc celebrate the 29th
Anniversary ol tihe Ociober Revolution under the auspices of the Los Angeles

_ Communisty John Stepp, Communist Party organizer for the Hollywood Section,
. urged all present to turn out for p*cket duty.

A reward being oifered for mromtion leading to twie arrest and
; gp.unction !or those responsible Lor violenca in this film atnko has groun to

.
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$30,000. CGCovernor Earf ¥arren on Novenber 15, 1946, stated that he would give
full cooperation to local suthorities who were endeavoring{to delermine who

&nupomible for the recent bombings and terrorisms, AJthough the Conference

tudio Unions leader, Jerbert Sorrell, had refused to e any publie
coment some Confarence of Studio Unions lesders were charging that the IATSE
had imported Chicago gunmen, This, however, appesrs to be highly doubtful
ipasmch as all viclence had been directed against members of the IATSE,

' On Fovesber 19, 1946, the Conference of Studio Unions plcke ts nassed -
in front of the RXO studios, The RXO studios ai that tima had not secured a -
court ordar lmung the mumber of pickets.

The District Attorney's Office on the enning of Noveuber 18, 1946,
announced that it would file eriminal corspiracy charges against the Conference
of Stuflo Unions £ilm leaders and a deputy district attorney publicly stated
that the Conference of Studic Unions action was a declaration of war and
described it as a “campaign of lawless violence,™ According to the Los Angeles
Police Depo.rtment, only a few of the 812 strikers arrested raised bail and "~
that the remeining individuals who were ars incarcerated in the Los Argeles city .
Jails were atart.ing on a tnngcr strike to call attention to their plight. B

On Novenber' ﬂ, 1946, the Loe Angelas County Grand Jury commenced
lubpeming witnesses and inquiry into violence which had accompanied this stiriks,
Also examinring evidence against 14 ring leaders who were arrested on the 18th
and 19th of Hovember, 1946, on complaints issued by the Los Angeles County .
District Attorney. Those imdicted included Herbert X. Sorrell, business agent
for Painters Union, Local #1421, and President of the Conference of Studlo
Unions; Matthew Mattison, tusiness agent for the Screen Story Analysts Guild -
,and & Commnist; Janmes Skelton, Chairmen of Strike Strategy Committee; Averill
*Berman, radic comantator 223 Commnist; Norval Crutcher, Seeretary-Trsasurer
of the IATSE, Local #683, and a Commnist; and Andrew Lawless, louis Thitman,
Ray Higby, ca.rl Head, John R, Mariin, ?mnk Drdlik, Russell McKnight, Roy
Tinsdall and Edward Gilberd,

- On ‘November 23, 1946, these individuala were indicted for felonious
conspiracy by the Los Angeles County Grand Jury, The 812 individuals pre—
viously arrested for mass picketing in violation of the Superior Court's in-
Junction were released on $50 bond each on this same date. The following
individuals suspected of committing ths recent bombings were arrested for
having in thelr possession explosives: Robert KcCuskey, alias McCorskey; and
John F, Veazey, Eugene Calvin Horton and Robert A. Perry, Horton is reported
to be a paintar, Perry &n engineer and the others longshoremen.

-’
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on November 25, 1946, Sorrell made a statement in ¥nich he denied
\; t +he Conference of Studio Unionu was in any way responshile Ior the recent
"bonbings. He made an appeal to the studio produsers to reo _negotianions
locking toward a retura to work. Spokesmen for the prodnce ‘gnated that
" Sorrellis appeal was upder consideration and it appeared that & procucers
would recpen negotiations.
> On November 26, 1946, Superlor Court Judge Willis denied the strikers®
_appeal to dismiss a rsstrainina order limiting the number of pickets a:d.pdlnted
:out that the notion pictura ltudioa Iero eanght in a union jurisdictional

Following the Distriet Attorney's action of indtlgating the ccnsp*racy

chérges against the strike leaders, the Los Angeles Office reported inat the
Cocaunist attorney Benjamin Kargolis, the attorney for the Counference of Studio
_Unions, w:s contacted by the Communist Party County Chairman for advice as to
" how far the Communist press c¢ould go in attacking the conspirscy charges.

. Margolis advised taat the Communist prass could call this ™an attack on laber,

" and "fascist tectniques® but cautioned Coxmunist Party leaders against threaten— -

"-ing the judge or alleging corruption. It 13 reported also that the Comrunist '
Party leaders urged their members tc maintain the picketing and "tcugh attitude®
for &t least a few more days. -

On December 2, 1946, approximately 50 members of tae Conference of
. Studio Unions picketed the Los kngeles Tixes pewspaper office for alleged
- nnflir news reporting of the strlke.

' 1ha Mexican labor 1eader, Lombardo Tolendano, President of tae Latin
~ Aflerican Canadaration of labor, pledged his support to the Conference of
Studio Unions.

1046, that former Con res:aRn

3 Tor :
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nference oi Studio unions lur

It was also reported cemb
ElLlis E. Patterson was employed by the C
political liaison work.

®ith rogard to the strike itself, ii is 1eported taat Sorrell bas
clearly lost the jurisdictional issue and continues to press nia new demands
for hizher wages ard shorter hours in an apparent attempt to justify nis calling
the Conference of Studio Unicns out om strike.

2ld annmber 1 101.6 offic zployees of the Inter-

£iC Llegern hatdn dat¥ ]

pational Unlon thich has Jurisdiction over the whlce-coltar workers in the
film industry voted to call a strike in all local fila exchangeu but did not
" set a date for this strike. Office workers were demanding & 20 par cent
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»age increase and improved t'orking conditions. this local )*s wired the
bBational Labor Belations Board and the Secretary of Labor or the ’

¢ -iiiiisinns of the Smith-Connally Ac¢t for the sirike anthorisktion and ras

called upor the Central labor Council to place all motion pfeturs studios
on the unfair list. Workers in major studios have pledged their. support
to the Office Employees Internatiopal Union in the film exchuinges and
suould the entire membership of the OEIU go out on strike it would eflect
the stenographic and clerlcal employees in all major studios except
Paramount which has a cowmpany unlon for thsae_eaployees. .

. On December 5, 1946, BRoy M. Brewer, International repressctative
of the JATSE, testified before the House Committee orn Un-American Activities
that the current Rollywood film atrike was brought about by Comnunistis.
it was reporied chat the House Commitree was unable to serve a subpera on
Sorrell, out it was reported that Sta.e Scpator Tenney, who is Chairran of the
California State Un-Amsrican Activities Comaittee appeared bafore t.a United

States House Coxmittee on Un-dmerican Activities and testified taat Sorreil

wuas & Cunmunist Party member. At that time the House Comrittee indicated .

that it would call Sorrell to testify at a Committee Hearing whlen wase :tcho
held in Mashington, D. C., scmetime in Jsnuary. Bearings conducted by the .
Bouse Commitiee were being held bekind closcd doors, but sources believe they
we: o conducting intensive ipquiries into the film industry.

As of December 10, 1946, the producers still refused to open nego-
tiations with cthe Conference of Studio Unions unless the latter asscored them
that it would act to prevent violemce, iLat the Couference of Studio Unions
would assure them that that they would accept the AFL jurisdiciion over this
strika, and wculd abide by their July agieement not to ask for saditicnmal
WAZSe incroasas.

The mass trial of over 800 pickets opened in Los Angeies on December
11, 1946. . Wamer Brothers studios reported minor vendalism when unicentified

indiwicuals atterpted to chop open & cable of over 200 telephone lines at
tieir studlo.

Fifteen moexbers of the Studio Carpenters Union asked the Federal
Court in Los 4ngeles to issue a declaratory judgment. This action wos des-
cribed <s unprecedented legal action to settle jurisdictional disputes.
Tuese men &lleze in their complaint that they are unable to work at their
accustomed jobs vecause of a jurisdictiopal dispute and named both the IATSE
aud Conferencs of Studio Unions as defendants.

According to the Los Angeles priss, tne Los Angel:s Ficld Division
repurted on Decemoer 13, 1946, ihat 35 screen set decorators affiliated
‘With the Cenference of Stud;o Unions petitioned the JATSE to grant them

" --membérship cards in order e t continue to work the zotion o
~ picture studios. .
\‘_._, -




the 14 f£1lm'union offic and pickets who were ifidicted on
, e¢harges of criminal conspiracy on January 7, 1947, entered gleas of not
ty. Sorrell and Kattison in addition to the mdictnant of erizinal - -
s iracy nave been cnarged with conspiracy to influence ufl coerce atrikers
to break an injunction on November 14, 1946.

é.

"L_.,’

Heanuhile Municipal Judge Ellsworth Meyer has deniad a d:fense motion:.
for separate trials for each ¢f the 202 filx pickets now on trial in Los
Angeles and on Januvary 10, 1949, former Congressman Ellis Patterson, who is
reifably reported to be a menzber of the Communist Party, and Ruth Seade; who .
is known to be a member of the Cormunist Party, appeared at the City Attorneys =~
. ofiice and demanded that the City drop prusecution against the pickets who were
, _ arrested in connectlon with illicit picketing in November of last yezr.

Charging Funexcusable brutality® and ®un.arranted” persecuﬁﬁn of
£ilm strikers,A.len Heist, Southern California Director of the American Civil
Iiberties Union, appealed to the police and District Attorney to drop tae
~ conspiracy indictment agsinst the strike leaders. Heist also charged that - °
. the present mass trials of pickets impingesupon the civil rizhts of strikers
*  and stated that the resources of the Ameiican Civil Iiberties Union woula be
1 available to those charged with conspiracy and disorder in tne current film

strike.
3 P A S U R mm mmdbd)l cumand o F dhim bl Am o manw ks AAs MeaaA *
RACEULIALLVLD 4UL WG DU LLATLICHLY Ud ild SViiLiaAT apySas wE wWials
locked and ths producers nhave again stavsa that iuassuch as it is @ jurisdic-
wional dispute it can be ended only by action within tne AFL.
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Confidential Infornant ?ot los-Angeles reported
that the Conference of Studio Unions, er the lsadership of Herbert K. Sorrell,

©. a former Commnist, is still on strike. He stated that picket lines are still

. before the studio gates and all attempts to settle the strike so far have failed,
He reported t.hat the Conference of Studio Unions, although an AFL bloc, has the .

l]llplml.“ of the CIC and all groups shers ‘Commmnist influence is felt,  The - - .

. World Federation of Trade Unions has been appealed to by Sorrell and unions in
Trance and England have responded, Some of them hav sed to handle film
in their countries. The same applies, according to South Amwerica and
¥axico where Commnists are strongly entrenched, Vicente Lombardo Toledano,
head of the left-wing unions in Mexico and a vice president of the ¥orld Federation
of Trade Unions, was in los Angeles during February of 1947, and spoke at &

- meeting of the Conference of Studio Unions, at which time he promised he would -
shmt down every motion pict.ure theater in lexico for ons day in aynpathy wit.h :

- £,

‘l'ho Bolly-ood hportar for February 3, 1947, under the headj.ng '
"Yexican Theater Strike to Ai3d CSUT gtated in part that Vicente Lombardo
Toledano, Mexican labor leader, on Sunday night, February 2, 1947, told a C.S.U.
mass meeting that he was wiring the Mexican union, the equivalent of the I.A.T.S.E.
in the United States, to call & one day strike of all Yexican theaters on the first
convenient'Sumay, as a means of telling the Mexican public of the Hollywood strike

+

It atated that Toladano ia in los _;mmha nttandimv A mae __i_n__g of th )

-« International lLabor Organization and he was quoted as aayin, that he was “wiring
ny office in Mexico City to write to all latin American theater unions requesting
them to take similar action,® He said if the strike were not settled by kKay, when
the Vorld Trade Federation of which he is a vice president meets in Prague, he
would try to have a world wide one day theater Sclose-down® called, It farther
atated that a majority of the Screen Actors Guild has gone on record as supporting
the Sereen Actors Guild's policy and activities of the Board of Directors in the
current Hollywood film strika,

It also stated that the Screen Actors Guild leadership was blamed for
8 lack of moral courage to support the strike in a talk last night by Father George
Durme, He called on the Screen Actors Ouild to adopt a policy of refusing to
cross pleket lines and thus speed the end of the long studio strike,

‘The Labor Herald for February 6, 1947, stated that the American Labor
. Delegation from the American Federation of Labor objected;to any consideration

:vam - * | . - - 67 -
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of the Hollywood strike on the grounds that it is a strictly jurildictional -trﬂm :

'. and lt then Wal ompnanm mt 'IOIQGI!IO g prelcnnuon wa1 unofficial, .

,‘ & Reguding the Honywood situnuon, Toledano nid t hc kad recéived

& telegram from Hollywood strikers while he still was in M{xlco. The strikers

: nsked that Mexican workers refuse to finish work on any {ilms produced in the

‘
J
\'s.
.Ae

0

. . L
.
1. ":,

. - United States which might be sent to Mexico for completion. His reply was that
Mc:.{cnn tnde unions "o! conrso“ would not !inhh any such mms lent to Mexico. .

‘C‘\ __' '.

m‘__l_ a_ B

it stated that ﬂ.r"ﬁ woeas, i' iuuuu Sutel WI“!‘ ma an AS‘L‘ u.ue-

e gate who was preslding. cut short the exchange of positions with a reminder that :

'_j'“‘,.',.-trm is now in its tuthmth.]f- 3

4 ]

-
St
i

. **Mr, Toledano's declarations had been entirely unofflcial“ and required no -
- formal action from the group of delegates.

This is the second strike in two years by this group for co::tr& of the
studio workers. There is no qucstion ot wngea or hours involved. The prelent
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S A bue!it to rdu monny tor the ltrikcra was he!d at the Phuhumonic
Auditorh:m on February 6,'1947. " All those entertainers appearing or sponsoring
same have reportedly records of Communist activity or sympnthy. The promimnt
ones were: _

Abe Burrows and Irving Reis - Paul Henreid, actor;
(Co-Chalrmen of the Mceting) ... Al Jarvis, radio entertainer;

wivie .n-uﬁi'fivu ‘uiifiiij - naﬁii?; ©. Sol &P’l’aﬁi i

Eve Arden, actress; -~ Gene Kelly, u:tor-

" Saul Chaplin, son of Charliu Chapl:ln . Evelyn Keyes, actress; L
B.tty Comden; .. . Harpo Marx, actor; SR
" Adolph Green; ' Sidney Miller;

Howard Da Silva, screen actor; Corinna Mura, actress;
-Anita Ellis, Actors Lab.; - Stanley Prager, actor;
Jobn Garfield, actor; . Jesaie Price, Actors Lab.;
Petar Lind Hayes, actor; Alsa Reed;

Dan Seymour; . Keenan Wynn, actor.

l

age

Approximately $6000 was raised.

Agents of the Los Angeles Office attended the show at the Philharmonic
,Au ditorium Februery 6, 1947, given by the so-called "'motion picture stars of
. Hollywood"" for the benefit of motica picture strikers. The program was the usual

A uoncl. dances, dhlonua jokes and skits of various lorts. ‘Interspersed, there

‘were several strike scensgs where the poncc were :hown ;ti;g up strikers."’
Usually only one or two strikers ware shown as if peace picketing, carrying
banners or-boards on which some slogans were inscribed. -

‘- ‘_-9"«-
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'The police, usually several in number, would arrive on the scene md
" echarge the pickets with ‘‘conspiracy’’ to do something and prfceed to "‘beat up*’
the pickets. At no thme did tha ph:kets rulst but meckly s tted to the -
“éﬁndcd beatings." " - Co _ - -

There were spproximately 3000 persons présent. admission was B
from $1.00 to $5.00. It is estimated that sapproximately $2500 to $3000 net was

'_realized from the box office. In l.ddiﬁon. [ conection wasg talu.-n. Ihe contri-

buuon- mnounctd wero as fouown

R _‘ ) e kS ._.A,\._-_t: ._\.,.-.. i ,', e e ";ll-__‘..‘. ) ST J_'_;j‘,,_ -

ST T  eie00.00
2 $500 checks 1000.00
1 $250 check 250.00
1 $200 check 200,00
10 $100 checks 1000.00
3 §50 checks 150.00 _ _
_ 3 12 $25.checks ‘300.00 - Tl TRt
;,_\ - 203500 bms - 100,00 B

ln addition to tlu lbove. s gencral conecﬂon was taken by pauln;
backets. The total from the collection, including the above mentioned es
announced was $3829, It is estimated that the total net from the entertainment
was at least §5000 and may have been as much as $7000.

This same informant reported that on the morning of March 3, 1947,
' Herbert K, Sorrell, alleged Communist leader of the studio strike, was found 150 .-
- mjles from Los Angeles in the desert where, supposedly, he had been thrown !rom
csr. He was found to have been beaten and scratched; he stated that the night
before he had been kidnapped by three men near his home in Glendale, Canfornh
that they Lad thrcatened to kill him. He had been trussed up and thrown into the
car, then taken out into the desert and left there. He said threats to kill him kad

been made.

This story made hehdlines all over the country. However, according
to a statement made by Ben Martinez, Business Representative of Studio
Plasterers, Local 755, who had attended a cocktail party given by the Studio

_Managers on the ovening of March 6, 1947, this story is false. Martines stated

that some of Sorrell's own union members who wanted to go to work had, on
Suaday moraing, Msarch 2, 1947, gotten into an srgument. ‘with Sorrell and beat
kim up pretty badly, that the,wholu story of the kid.nuppln.g was & fake manufacturcd

WSorreu. e ': , o . HEEEEE

Despiu this, tho strikcu in the studlos. nided .n the forces of the
Commnnist quty in Los Angelcs County, werdto stage & sapeeting to protest
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agrinst this “*attack on labor®' by the Motion Picture Producers and the * ‘gongster-

sidden IATSE .._a-...-." The mass maatinewasto be held at tha Clvmnic Avditorium

--v'é' " .‘ .'.t- .
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| lu Los Angolc: on Sunday cvening Marc.k 9. 1947. . Those bl cd to speak were the

P*.gg__zi-._}gg,_ Connelly s=cr=t-_n.-y-'rze' shrer of LATUC
Elis atterson ... Ex-Congressm -

: E Wa.ltg‘:zx‘?‘],;'rurner : T~ AFL. Pressmen s Union'

o w . ML T - .- . .. .{candidate for Schoal Board) -
I . JosDeSfva’ " lyi. " AFL Retail Clerks, Business Agent™ -...
Iy . Rev. 'F'd/ther George Dunne " Loyola University = . . S
S 7 Rew Y L. Castin .. 3 .;_f-:' . Negro Candidate for City Cows T

Mary McCall Je. Writer -
Dalten "l'g-nmhn Sereenwriter '

S S IECAAWL AL L
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The Conference of Studio Unlons issued a circular on or about February

1947, cmtitled Anti-l..abor lnjuncuons“ in which was stated the fonowing fn
su_t.:,-__t_:g:' L T _ | Lo

. »,/,

kS ‘;. . —-" "Anti-l..abor iqlunctions arb bolng inud at the raquest of

employers in many parts of the United States, to prohibit picﬁﬁng. )
encourage scabbing, breek strikes and destroy unions. .

**Local infunctions have been ruled out in Federal Court end in
26 states, but not in Caliiornin '

He ftu:thnr stated that in tha current Hollywood dispute, the motion > .
pictnn employers have obtained court orders and injunctions without any court ‘

‘" _hearing, often with v!.olence and with mass uresu of more then 1000 peace[ul

plckots.

It stated that these injunctions aid the employers in their purpose
which {s to smash those unions now picketing the film studios for the following
advantages:

"
s “l.  Workable erbitration machinery to settle all disputes
concerning the nllocation of work,
2. Signed contracts covering wages, hours and working conditions.
. .**3.  Return to their job without discdminag.lon of all worken _
gl Vo C. on or respnctlng the p'lckot linas." .

. L oy .'4 -
R T . . 5 . i

“'nruty," for March 10 1947. un.dcr the hud.lnl “S!x ‘I‘housand Hear - =~
Sorrcn at c S.U. Rally,"* stated that approximately 6000 persons turaed out tast




it

‘night at the Olyspic Auditorium to hea.r Earbert X. Sorrell rcc}nnt the stary of
Mmant Kidnapplng and beating.

It stated that thoss attending the mass meating vote& to send tsle-

Zrams Yo Senmplor Robert A. Taft and Representative Fred A. Hartley, Chslirmen

of tho U. S. Senate and House Labor Committees, protesting propossd legisla-
tioa outlaving the closed shop and collsctive bargaining anc what were celled

" ®restrictive’ amendments® to the Vagnar Act. Other tslograma werc sent to
‘ Mayor Bowron, ths District Attornsy, and the Ciiy Atiorney of Loa Angeles, Lt

-~ raported curing ths first part o

- . ) . .
/( ~ - =

"dcmding dismissal of ths mass lrials, apprehansion of Sorrell's assanants.

<aRd an snd ta ths vlelsnce which has charsctarized the atriks,

In addition to Sorrell, the follovinz persons adfressed the meating:

Ellis E. Patterson (former Coangressman)

Valter J. Turaer , . Pathsr Georgs Dunne
Rev. Jonatban Castan - ~ ~  Avarill Berman
Phillip X. Connelly = = Delton Trumde

#hig informant, who was agaln contacted belween April 9 snd 11, 1947,
reported that there wvas no evidence of a settlement of the strike, vhich 13 zot

over wages or hours but is completely cns for Commmist contrsl of the Studio
Unions.

COSTERESCE OF STUDIO UKIOES
(April 22, 1947 - May 24, 1947)

Contizentisl Informont (MMM @ ... 1o: ingelos G:fice

483 Communist-controlled
“bloc of Studio Unions stlll remsins on ltrﬂm and neintalng picket linzs defors
. the motion picture studios. He stated this strike is nov in the eighth month,
He indicated the mtion picture prodncev-s are attemt ing to barp_ain with the

atnlilvana hird ~a min B E e b omez eV AaS YL W A A A% & AL L - e
strikers but so0 far LOVILEE LRSS resulted. EBe also atated that the nsual forcas

influenced by the Communist movemant still eupport the strike.
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